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Dr. Arnaa Alcon, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work
Project Title:  Money in the Middle:  Adult Children as Their Parents' Emissaries to the World of Personal Finance

Abstract:  This study focuses on financial literacy and personal financial behavior among elders with limited English proficiency and the role that their children are playing as cultural intermediaries.  It seeks to: (1) contribute to the extremely limited body of knowledge on cultural aspects of personal finance; (2) explore the specific financial literacy needs and resources of the Portuguese-speaking community in Southeastern Massachusetts; and (3) investigate the caregiving interaction between bi-cultural children and their parents in the area of personal financial information seeking and decision making.  

Dr. Christopher Bloch, Assistant  Professor, Department of Biological Sciences
Project Title:  Biogeography and Metacommunity Structure of Intertidal Invertebrates in Puerto Rico
Abstract:  Most ecological studies of marine biodiversity focus on factors that regulate diversity within a locality.  However, communities often are linked by the movement of individuals among sites.  Hence, our understanding of the factors that determine local biodiversity can be improved by applying a spatially explicit approach that recognizes the importance of interactions between communities.  I propose to use such an approach, metacommunity analysis, to examine diversity and species composition of rocky shore communities throughout the coastline of Puerto Rico.  Over two weeks in the summer of 2009, I will census invertebrates and collect data on environmental conditions at 14 sites.  I will then use these data to determine whether patterns of species composition are more consistent with distinct, isolated communities or communities that are functionally linked.  In addition, I will identify the environmental and biogeographic factors most strongly associated with changes in community structure and biodiversity on rocky shores.

Dr. Lydia Burak, Professor, Department of Movement Arts, Health Promotion & Leisure Studies

Project Title:  Digital Photographic Food Diaries for Weight Loss:   A Pilot Study
Abstract:  As the number of overweight and obese Americans increases, the tolls on morbidity, mortality, and health care costs are concurrently increasing.  Although two thirds of Americans are obese or overweight, the majority believe that they have healthy eating habits.  Research has shown that self-monitoring of food intake is one of the most effective weight management interventions.  However, the typical food diaries used to self-monitor have limitations, the primary limitation being the accuracy of the reporting by the individual.  The proposed research seeks to determine if digital photography can increase the effectiveness of self-monitoring.  Participants will be randomized to one of two conditions:  (1) weekly support/education sessions plus written food diaries or; (2) weekly support/education sessions plus photographic food diaries.  It is hypothesized that individuals randomized to the photographic diaries group will develop more accurate perceptions of eating habits and greater weight loss.
Dr. Kimberly Davis, Assistant  Professor, Department of English
Project Title:  Beyond the White Negro:  Cross-Racial Empathy and White Audiences of African-American Culture
Abstract:  Beyond the White Negro: Cross-Racial Empathy and White Audiences of African-American Culture challenges current scholarship that dismisses cross-racial sympathy as condescending and politically 
Davis (continued)

anemic.  To the contrary, I argue that white readers’ encounters with black-authored texts can be instrumental in the formation of anti-racist political identities.  Rooting my claims in ethnographic research and textual analysis, I uncover instances 
of “white Negroism” in contemporary culture that undermine white privilege.  Chapters of the book analyze Oprah’s Book Club and private book clubs reading African-American literature, white-produced hip-hop literature and performance art, and films about interracial romance and racial conflict.  While my research confirms that cross-racial sympathy can often resemble a colonizing appropriation of blackness for white needs, Beyond the White Negro also spotlights instances of crossover that function as radical acts of treason against white privilege.  Contributing to the new field of “whiteness studies,” my project highlights the development of anti-racist white identities within and through contemporary American literature and popular culture.  A FLRG will enable me to draft the introduction and final chapter on interracial films, and consult film archives in Los Angeles while presenting a paper at the Cinema and Media Studies conference.  
Dr. Teresa King, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology
Project Title:  Digital Photographic Food Diaries for Weight Loss:  A Pilot Study
Abstract:  As the number of overweight and obese Americans increases, the tolls on morbidity, mortality and health care costs are concurrently increasing.  Although two thirds of Americans are obese or overweight, the majority believe that they have healthy eating habits.  Research has shown that self-monitoring of food intake is one of the most effective weight management interventions. However, the typical food diaries used to self-monitor have limitations, the primary limitation being the accuracy of the reporting by the individual.  The proposed research seeks to determine if digital photography can increase the effectiveness of self-monitoring.  Participants will be randomized to one of two conditions: (1) weekly support/education sessions plus written food diaries or; (2) weekly support/education sessions plus photographic food diaries.  It is hypothesized that individuals randomized to the photographic diaries group will develop more accurate perceptions of eating habits and greater weight loss. 

Dr. Thomas Kling, Associate Professor, Department of Physics
Project Title:  An Analysis of New Approaches to Weak Gravitational Lensing
Abstract:  The pictures that we see in our telescopes represent the final imaging of beams of light that have traveled across the universe from distant sources.  These beams from far distant galaxies are continuously distorted by the gravity of other galaxies along the journey to us.  When the distortion involves changing the shape of the beam, the effect is called weak gravitational lensing.  To date, nearly all efforts to model this distortion involve invoking a “thin-lens” approximation where all the distortion is collapsed into one instant.  Recently, preliminary work suggests the feasibility of more physical continuous models of weak gravitational lensing and possibly significant differences from the distortion predicted by the thin-lens approximation.  The purpose of this FLRG is to further develop and analyze those continuous models and rigorously examine the thin-lens approximation.  FLRG funds will be primarily used to collaborate with leading researchers and purchase necessary computer software. 

Prof. Rob Lorenson Associate Professor, Department of Art
Project Title:  Deco Rings
Abstract: I would like to build two sculptural works that are illustrated in this document.  The works would be built entirely of stainless steel and would each be about 8 feet in diameter.  These works are influenced by Art Deco art and architecture.  My interest in Art Deco stems from its use of metal and the desire to create ornament from this material.  The limitations and capabilities of metal have become part of the iconography of the Art Deco movement.  Buildings like the Chrysler, Empire State, and Radio City Music Hall motivate what I am pursuing here.  I see my approach as a celebration of modern industry and as symbols of what craftsmen and women are capable of.  It is my intention to produce these works specifically for national and international sculpture shows.
Dr. Deborah Nemko, Associate Professor, Department of Music
Project Title:  What is New is Old:  Croatian Contemporary Chamber Music at the Crossroads of European Artistic Expression

Abstract: The Croatian people have a long history of interest in and appreciation for classical music.  It has been said that Franz Joseph Haydn, one of the most significant composers of the classical period whose music contains elements borrowed from the fold music of his locality in Austria-Hungary, was ethnically Croatian.  This project 
represents an exploration of changing currents in contemporary classical music in modern Croatia, a music though forward looking remains bound to its folkloric roots.  What appears to be constant in these musics is the necessity of connecting with folk music and a fascination with simplicity and balance.  This is music that seeks to establish itself in the avant-garde while maintaining a link to lyricism and traditional form.  Through researching the chamber music of composers including Bruno Bjelinski (1909-1992), Miroslav Miletíc (b. 1925) and Davorin Kempf (b. 1947), and Frano Parac (b. 1948), one can begin to understand the development of contemporary musical style in Croatian music.  Research will  be conducted through first person interview in the case of living composers, attendance at the CMS International Conference in Croatia and research at the Croatian Institute for Ethnology and Folklores in Zagreb. 
Dr. Thanh Nguyen, Associate Professor, Department of Secondary Education & Professional Programs
Project Title:  Services for Disabled and Deprived Vietnamese Children
Abstract:   Birth defects have been one of many consequences of the war between 1962 and 1975 in which millions of gallons of Agent Orange were sprayed across many parts of Vietnam.  Today, there are 150,000 children whose birth defects can be traced back to their parents’ exposure to Agent Orange.  We cannot begin to help these disabled children unless we understand their living conditions by answering the following questions:  Can we help? What type of assistive technology can we provide to help the disabled Vietnamese children?  What type of service learning can college students or teachers provide to disabled Vietnamese children? 
Dr. Matt Parrett Assistant  Professor, Department of Economics
Project Title:  Do Cell Phones Deter Crime?   Evidence from 2000-2006 State-Level Panel Data
Abstract:  The theoretical link between cell phones and crime is ambiguous.  Anecdotal evidence suggests that because they provide instant access to police, can be used as a tracking device, and can provide evidence of a crime, cell phones might reduce crime.  Alternatively, research shows that the increased feeling of safety associated with cell phone ownership causes users to venture into unsafe areas after dark and that cell phone use reduces situation awareness.  Thus, cell phones might lead to more crime.  This study examines the relationship between cell phones and crime using 2000-2006 state-level data.  Very preliminary results are promising – a 20% increase in cell phone ownership per capita would result in drops of 1.4% and 2.2%, respectively, in property and violent crime.  I seek a FLRG for a Fall course release so that I can complete this study and generate a paper suitable for both national conference presentation and publication.
Dr. Stephen Waratuke, Assistant  Professor, Department of Chemical Sciences

Project Title:  Development of Titanium Carbamate Compounds and Study of Their Reactivity
Abstract:  I study the development of titanium compounds to combine amines with alkenes/alkynes in a hydroamination reaction yielding enantiomeric amines.  These products are often difficult to make economically with reasonable rate and selectivity.  A catalyst, (such as a titanium compound), is needed to convert many organic substrates in a cyclic process wherein the catalyst is regenerated. An organometallic titanium catalyst contains ligands is which share electron density with the titanium to make and break chemical bonds.  Also, the space occupied by the ligands limits the substrates approach resulting in product specificity.  By altering the size and electronics of the ligands the catalysis can be more effective.  The focus of my proposal is to study ligands based upon carbamates, (which are an amide ester combination), due to their structure and reactivity.  Similar ligand compounds have been successful and this would represent a novel endeavor in the catalysis field.

Waratuke (continued)
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The figure above depicts one type of catalytic hydroamination pertaining to our studies.
Dr. Catherine A. Womack, Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy

Project Title:  Eating on the Run:  A Qualitative Investigation of Fast Food Student Employees and Social Network Influences on Eating Behaviors
Abstract:  Obesity is a complex public health problem, whose influences range from genetic to lifestyle to environmental to economic factors.  In this project, I will investigate how social networks influence eating behaviors.  Through a series of 30—45 minute interviews with students working in fast-food restaurants, I will gather data on contextual features of eating as a fast-food worker.  I will do NVIVO analysis of that data to elicit information that helps to reveal ways student fast-food workers are constrained with respect to eating.  I will use those results to develop a philosophical account of how responsibility, individual agency and control are affected by what I call “eating contexts”.  The goal is to develop a better understanding of how qualitative individual contextual reports contribute to development of philosophical notions of agency, control, and individual responsibility.   

I am using methods from the Experimental Philosophy movement, which uses empirical survey data to shape theoretical notions like moral responsibility.  Using qualitative social science methods to gather data aids in theory development on the connections between aspects of people’s reported experiences and underlying concepts of choice, responsibility, control and agency—concerns of fundamental philosophical import.
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