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Dr. Fang Deng

Sociology and Criminal Justice

Title: The Information Gap and Unintended Outcomes of Social Movement, Chicago

Abstract:  A faculty and librarian research will enable me to prepare my dissertation for publication.  The dissertation is entitled “The Information Gap and Unintended Outcomes of Social Movement—The 1989 Chinese Student Movement”.  The central puzzle I addressed in the dissertation is why violent suppression was the final outcome despite the fact that both the Chinese state and student activists wanted very much to avoid violent confrontation.  In the dissertation, I applied a game theoretical model that depicts the 1989 Chinese student movement as a three-iteration game with incomplete information. This new approach to rebellion and revolution has been seen as “highly innovative”, and “extremely provocative”.  Princeton University Press is interested in my book proposal..  Although the dissertation is a complete manuscript, it needs to be updated and revised.  As a full-time faculty member teaching four courses it is difficult for me to work on preparing the final manuscript.  I am applying for fall 2004 course release.
Dr. Fernanda Ferriera

Foreign Languages
Title:  Heritage Language Learners: Proficiency Levels and Sociolinguistic Profiles
Many students of Portuguese at BSC can be identified as heritage language learners.  They mostly belong to two groups: first, Portuguese heritage speakers whose families immigrated from the Azores, Madeira or Portugal; second, Cape Verdeans, who speak Cape Verdean Creole and Portuguese.  There are important differences between groups, although they share a heritage language.  All of these learners have varying degrees of proficiency.  They often have better speaking skills than traditional learners, but lack comparable literacy skills.  The goals of this project are to (1) identify the similarities and differences between learners and their proficiency levels using a reading/recall test, grammar test and a written sample, (2) take comparative measurements of traditional second language learners, and (3) analyze the data from learners in order to document proficiency levels and sociolinguistic profiles.  The results of this study will point to significant differences between learner groups and ultimately help inform the development of more appropriate pedagogical materials for heritage language learner classes.

Dr. Steven Haefner

Chemical Sciences
Title:  Extended on Dimensional Metal Assemblies supported by Hydrogen-Bonding Networks: A new approach to the Rational Design of Molecular wires.
Abstract:  Unsaturated hydrocarbons (those possessing carbon-carbon multiple bonds) can be linked together to form a number of technologically important polymers such as Teflon, PVC, Polystyrene, and Polyethylene.  Despite their many similarities with carbon-carbon multiple bonds, metal-metal multiple bonds do not undergo polymerization reactions ubiquitous among unsaturated hydrocarbons.  The goal of the proposed research is to develop one-dimensional polymeric materials made up of metal-metal subunits directly linked to one another through metal-metal bonding interactions.  Our approach is to synthesize metal-metal bonded complexes that incorporate supporting molecules capable of engaging in hydrogen bonding interactions between metal-metal interactions and act as a scaffold for the formation of linear metal polymers or molecular wires.  Completion of the study will provide valuable insight into the electronic factors required for metal-metal bond polymerization and establish a new reactivity paradigm for the metal-metal multiple bond.
Dr. Arthur Lizie

Communication/Theatre Arts
Title:  Cultural Dimensions of the Digital Divide: Information and Communication Technologies and Brockton’s Cape Verdeans
Abstract:  Policy concerning and research into the Digital Divide has focused on identifying and eradicating differences in Information and communication Technologies (ICT) access.  These interventions frame access discrepancies in simple demographic terms and often equate ICT access – at work, home, technology centers – with practices, understandings, and skills that ensure a productive ICT-filled life.  However, the meaning of ICT adoption and use is not uniform across cultures – equal access does not equate to equal usage and satisfaction.  As such, ICT success is not only a question of access, but also one of cultural sensibility: cultural background contributes to the adoption and use of ICT.  This purpose of this preliminary study, therefore, is to investigate the role of culture in ICT  adoption and use by looking at Brockton, Massachusetts’s Cape Verdean community.  It examines how information about technology flows through the community and how the community understands, values, and uses ICT.
Dr. Deborah Nemko
Music Dept.
Title:  Grazyna Bacewicz: The Voice of a Lost Generation
Abstract:  Polish composer Grazyna Bacewicz was one of the most prolific and talented composers of the 20th century yet her music for the piano, unlike her string works, has been largely forgotten.  Though, like many Polish composers of the post World War II era, she was isolated musically from the rest of the world and her works were censored by the Polish government, Bacewicz succeeded in creating a style that was both modern and connected to the musical traditions of the past.  Works like the Sonata No. 2 and the Ten Concert Etudes were heralded by critics in the 1950’s as masterpieces yet are largely unknown to present audiences.  Through this grant I will record the piano works of Grazyna Bacewicz on compact disc.  In addition, as a result of the study and research that goes into this project, I will present performances and workshops on the life and compositions of this fascinating woman.
Dr. Nancy Paxia-Bibbons

Music Dept.

Title:  Interview and Research regarding recorder pedagogy
Abstract:  The goals of this project are two-fold: (1) to interview Miriam Samuelson, an exemplary recorder instructor and former teacher at the primary source of Orff teacher-training programs, the Orff Institute, Saizburg, Austria and (2) to learn more about Orff recorder pedagogy.  The institute is the ideal site for interviewing Ms. Samuelson, now the assistant director of the Orff program there.  I will also observe current Orff teaching practices at the Institute and visit a local music school that implements Orff techniques.  I will combine information about Ms. Samuelson’s teaching and influence on the other Orff instructors with records of teaching techniques observed in Austria.  The result will be an article or articles for possible publication in Orff Echos, the journal of the American Orff Schulwerk Association (AOSA) and/or American Recorder, the publication of the American Recorder Society.  Future research will entail a comparison between the American and Austrian Orff teacher-training systems.

Dr. Suzanne Ramczyk
Communication Studies/Theatre Arts
Title: Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Abstract:  This project represents the research, analysis, rehearsal, and performance of a major female role from a masterpiece of modern American theatre – Martha from Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virgina Woolf?  I have chosen this significant character to pursue my ongoing research into major female theatrical roles, not merely on the theoretical, but on the practical/performance level.  That is, my interest lies in a comprehensive exploration of this character, particularly with respect to the “vision of mid twentieth century woman” created by this character, that can be achieved only through the creation of the role.  Martha is often compared in scope to the role of Hamlet, and the significance of this character can be measured by viewing her as a modern-day Hedda Gabler.  Additionally, performing at the high professional level demanded by this project would greatly enhance my skills as the main performance teacher in my program.
Dr. Stephen Smalley

Art Dept.

Title:  A closing sabbatical exhibition of selected works accompanied by an illustrated broadsheet/chapbook which overviews one’s career
Abstract:  In serving the BSC campus loyally for 32 years, I have elected to present a closing sabbatical exhibition of selected paintings, drawings, prose and poetry in the Wallace L. Anderson Gallery, March/April 2005.  My fall 03 sabbatical leave signals a final chapter in my career at BSC as I envisage retirement from full-time teaching at the close of the spring semester, 2005.  While preparing works for this upcoming exhibition, I have reminisced on my years at BSC and beyond as well as my special relationship with the Art Building and the Anderson Gallery.  Fittingly, I plan to develop and produce an illustrated broadsheet/chapbook, which will accompany the exhibition and highlight career milestones and poignant artwork.
