[image: image1.jpg]CART

Center for the Advancement of Research and Teaching




FACULTY LIBRARIAN RESEARCH GRANT 

ABSTRACTS
SPRING 2007

Dr. Thomas Curley
Professor

Department of English

Project Title:  “Completion of a Book on Eighteenth-Century Literary Fraud and an Edition of A Reply to Clark’s Answer (1782) by William Shaw and Samuel Johnson”
Abstract:  A Faculty Grant and Summer Stipend would fund research in the British Isles and a month of scholarship at Harvard, Yale, and Brown Universities to finish my book, National Culture Wars in Imperial Great Britain: Samuel Johnson, Ossian, and the Celtic Revival, for Penn State University Press. I am also invited to publish a major article on the subject in The Age of Johnson: A Scholarly Annual, ed. Jack Lynch. Having completed six chapters, I must focus in Chapter 7 on the forgotten friendship of Johnson and William Shaw in debunking the foremost fraud in literary history, namely, the bogus Ossian poetry of 1760-73. Also, for Chapter 8 I must prepare the first annotated edition of their rare pamphlet, A Reply to Clark’s Answer (1782). Thus, your grant will help to make public a lost historical episode and an unknown writing about the controversy involving one of the greatest English authors.
Dr. Kevin D. Curry

Professor & Chairperson

Department of Biological Sciences

Project Title:  “Long term Effectiveness of Biosand Water Filters in Siem Reap, Cambodia Evaluating a Household Water Treatment System for Developing Countries Watershed Access Lab, Bridgewater State College”
Abstract:  The Watershed Access Lab at Bridgewater State College will collaborate with the University of Victoria Water and Watershed research team, Rotary International and Friends without a Border to implement and evaluate a long-term study of the effectiveness of biosand water filters in Siem Reap, Cambodia.  Biosand filters are being distributed to villages in the Siem Reap area in an effort to reduce the cases of water borne illnesses.  Data on the long-term effectiveness of the filters to reduce bacteria in household drinking water in these villages will be used to expand the distribution and use of these filters in the Siem Reap area and support a literacy campaign on the importance of pure water to public health.  
Dr. Edward F. Deveney

Associate Professor

Department of Physics

Project Title:  “Particle Physics Collaboration at Yale University”
Abstract:  During my sabbatical (fall 2006) I collaborated with Professor David DeMille at Yale University on one of his high-profile particle/fundamental physics experiments to gain insight into nature at the level of quarks and bosons that are part of the basic building blocks of the particles and forces that govern all of the known universe.    DeMille is in the 1st of a 3-year grant with plans this summer to obtain preliminary measurements in order to secure a 3-year renewal to complete the investigation.  I have become an integral member of his team and DeMille believes my continued effort is necessary to meet these goals.  Our measurements have the potential to be beyond the range of those of any current or planned high-energy particle group and accelerator facility in the world, at one of the frontiers of particle/fundamental physics - to be a part of it is rare and exciting.

Prof. Mary Dondero

Assistant Professor

Department of Art

Project Title:  “Perception, Memory and Landscape”
Abstract:  This grant will allow me time to complete and pay for sending my recent series of landscape paintings out to be reviewed for exhibition by galleries and museums. Most of the expenses are for archiving the work both in digital and slide form, framing and “ready packing” for transport. This must be accomplished prior to review or exhibition. 

This series consists of 10-15 paintings created with traditional sumi ink and charcoal on Mylar, a non-traditional combination. The combined materials result in images not found with other material combinations demanding the use of “museum glass” for framing. Although glass is a usual framing material, “museum glass” is unusually expensive and highly specialized with properties that allow the viewers’ eye to reach the subtle details of the painting without interruption by glare or distorting colors, ultimately permitting the audience to see the art better. 

Dr. Sandra Faiman-Silva

Professor

Department of Anthropology
Title:  “Diversity, Community, and Citizenship: How Provincetown and Asbury Park, NJ, Residents Respond to New Demographic and Sociocultural Realities”
Abstract:  My study of Provincetown undertaken in 1995-2004, resulted in a book, The Courage to Connect: Sexuality, Citizenship, and Community in Provincetown (U Illinois 2004), in which I explored how long-time residents of Provincetown, many Portuguese and working-class, accommodated a growing influx of gay men and lesbians to promote a sexually diverse community culture.  Like Provincetown, Asbury Park, New Jersey, has also faced a population shift in recent years, which has led to escalating property values and deteriorating opportunities for working class residents to afford to live in town.  This research project aims to gather data on social changes in Asbury Park over a six-month period, from July 1-December, 2007.  I will also attend and present a paper at the 7th International Conference on Diversity in Organizations, Communities and Nations in Amsterdam in July, 2007, to learn about global diversity scholarship.  I will use the results of this research to investigate how citizens in Asbury Park have accommodated to the changing demographic make-up of their town, and to compare and contrast social change processes in the two communities.  
Dr. Andrew Holman
Associate Professor

Department of History

Title:   “Heroes, Villains and Canucks: Constructing Canadian “Otherness” in American Juvenile Sporting 
Fiction, 1890-1940”
Abstract: What did it mean to be a real American boy in the fifty years before World War II?  How did that image help define what Americans thought of Canada?  This project studies the literary construction of national character in these years through a rich, but underused source: the scores of sports novels and short stories for boys produced during the heyday of the “pulps,” 1890s-1940s.  Scholars have identified this popular literature as a vehicle celebrating quintessential American traits; but boys’ sports fiction simultaneously constructed otherness, articulating difference from the American ideal.  In those stories that involved winter settings and the sport of ice hockey, almost invariably Canada and Canadians appear.  In American hockey stories, the game was used as a canvas on which national cultures were played out, even between cultures as ostensibly similar as Canada and the U.S.  This project will examine and interpret the meaning of those depictions, drawing examples from a study of more than 50 novels and 250 short stories.  

Dr. Lucinda King-Frode 
Associate Professor &
Dr. Beverly Lovett

Assistant Professor

Department of Social Work

Project Title:  “Reflections on a Career in Social Work”
Abstract:  This study of retiring social workers’ reflections uses qualitative research methods to conduct a career review analysis that is based on the model of the life review technique often used with older adults by social workers and healthcare professionals. The study aims to better understand the subjects’ thoughts about the social work profession and their suggestions for improving social work practice and education.  A specific goal of the study includes learning of the sources of satisfaction and the challenges offered by such a career.  Participation in the study will offer subjects an opportunity to continue their contributions to the profession by sharing their insights and reflections.  The findings will be significant in that they can be used to strengthen the preparation of undergraduate and graduate social work students.  The findings will also be helpful to social work administrators who aim to retain their staff social workers and others who engage in community practice.
 
Dr. Leora Lev

Associate Professor

Department of Foreign Languages
Project Title:  “Consuming the Southern Other: Representations of Spain in French Culture and Arts”
Abstract:  I will conduct research for a key portion of my second book, Spectacles of Desire and Geocultural Otherness in Spanish and French Film and Arts.  I am exploring the ideological constructions of Spain and “Spanishness” by France in order to illuminate the complex psychocultural role that Spain has played as France’s exotic, primitive “other.” I will trace connections between nineteenth-century and interwar avant-garde French cultural representations of Spain, as culled from archival travel literature, popular media (photography and magazines), writing by eminent authors such as Gautier and Merimée, and Surrealist artists and writers rebelling against a stagnant, failed European politics and artistic tradition. For these artists, Spain and its festivals, landscape, and denizens became a site of aesthetic and existential authenticity within a complex and problematic projection of alluring, dangerous “otherness” onto this Southern geocultural entity. A short article and a book chapter will result from this research.  
Dr. Stephen Levine

Professor

Department of Theater and Dance

Project Title: “A Deedledock World”
Abstract:  The world-famous composer-lyricist, Richard Adler (The Pajama Game, Damn Yankees) has written a group of stories and songs for children, entitled The Deedledock World of Figeldeesnaybop.  In December 2006, Mr. Adler asked me to collaborate with him in a project to create an original musical play for children and grownups, based on those unpublished stories and songs, and to secure professional production at Goodspeed Opera House or a similar professional theater.  Since the stories are in narrative form to be read as a book, I will adapt them to the medium of live theater and write a playscript replacing the narrative with dialogue and action, including character interaction, dance, scenic and costume effects, incorporating Richard Adler’s music and lyrics for stage performance.         

Prof. Rob Lorenson

Associate Professor

Department of Art

Project Title:  “Niagra”
Abstract:  The final outcome of this project is to produce the work Niagara for a show of internationally known sculptors in Florida.  This show is being currated by the Elaine Baker Gallery, a major American gallery.  Niagara is to be built in my studio in Somerset, MA.  This work is to be one of the largest works that I have produced to date and the most challenging structurally.  The challenge is to engineer the connections between the sculptural elements so that they do no look like they are firmly attached.  The visual potential for the elements falling is part of the illusion.  To do this takes an innovative approach.  Most engineering in architecture and industrial design emphasized showing the structure.  My work demands to be clean.  It demands to have an absence of process.  All of the work will be done internally.

Dr. Thomas Mickey

Professor

Department of Communication Studies

Project Title:  “Selling the Garden:  The Nineteenth Century Seed Industry Appeals to Middle Class America”
Abstract:  The outcome of this Grant will be a book proposal and book outline. This project follows last year’s research in various Washington archives, made possible through a 12-month Smithsonian Fellowship I received.  My focus is a cultural history of the nineteenth century American garden by examining seed catalogs, garden advertising, and seed company records. The objective is to understand how public relations materials chronicle the change in the view of the garden as an expression of a new middle class.

Dr. Deborah Nemko

Assistant Professor

Department of Music

Project Title:  “Innovation and Instigation in the Music of Cecilia McDowell and Katerina Ruzickova”
Abstract:  McDowell and Ruzickova, both of the current generation of cutting edge young and female composers, write in a cultural zeitgeist that is still, in 2007, not especially supportive of professional women composers.  The aim of this project is the study of the piano works of McDowell and Ruzickova, two of the leading young composers in the United Kingdom and Czech Republic, with the purpose of performing these works, recording them, and publishing an article on McDowell and Ruzickova.  The project entails a three step process:  first, study and research music with composers, second, perform music in the Bridgewater community, at conferences and in recitals throughout the United States, third, write and article on these composers and record a group of their works. 

Prof. Preston Saunders

Assistant Professor

Department of Art

Project Title:  “Professional Growth and Research into the Japanese’s Wood Fire Aesthetics”
Abstract:  As a visual artist and a tenured faculty member of Bridgewater State College it is important for me personally and professionally to continually research and expose myself to other artists and the numerous techniques involved in my professional field.  It is equally important for me to continually produce new creative work, pursue locations to exhibit work, send out photographic material for publications / exhibitions, and to attend national and international conferences. With this comes an exuberant cost of purchasing materials, photographing work, constructing crates for shipping, shipping work, paying entrance fees to juried competitions, and traveling to attend/participate in openings and lectures. I am applying for this Faculty and Librarian Research Grant to help alleviate the cost of some ongoing and upcoming creative activity I will be involved in this year.

Prof. Richard Wright

Assistant Professor

Department of Criminal Justice
Project Title:  “A Preview of Sex Crime Legislation: The Adam Walsh Child Protection & Safety Act of 2006”
Abstract:  Public and political reaction to crimes committed by sex offenders is often justifiably emotional and reactive. Tragedies such as the sexual murders of Alexandra Zapp (near Bridgewater in 2002), and Florida murders of Jessica Lunsford and Sarah Lunde (2004) strike an emotive and painful chord with parents and policymakers. A recent case of a sex offender successful posing as a 12-year-old child, registering and attending an Arizona charter school made national headlines. The public’s disdain for sex offenders has even resulted in vigilante murders against registered sex offenders. There is so much contempt for sex offenders that it has resulted in a national law that has little scientific justification and has not generated efficacious results. 

Thirty years of research has yielded tremendous insights into patterns, causes and responses to sexual assault. Yet for the past 12 years, the federal government has ignored the science of sexual assault prevention and instead used sex offender registration and notification as the primary tool to prevent sexual assault. Although most scientific research on sex offender registration has found it to be ineffective in preventing sexual assault, sex offender registration remains extremely politically popular.

The proposed study will examine a newly enacted law that greatly expands sex offender registration requirements. The 2006 enactment of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act increases the requirements and expectations of state and local governments in sex offender registration and notification. This unique study will examine how Maine and Massachusetts implement the federal law. 
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