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ABSTRACTS

Dr. Joseph Burdo
Assistant Professor 
Department of Biology
Project Title:  Flavonoid-Mediated Protection Against A Novel Mode of Stroke Related Injury

Abstract:  Stroke is the third most common cause of death and a major cause of long term disability in the United States. Excess release of the neurotransmitter glutamate is associated with the brain cell degeneration present in stroke and traumatic brain injury. While much is known about how stroke and excess glutamate causes brain injury in the short term, fewer studies have focused on the mechanisms of long term damage. Preliminary evidence has indicated the presence of a novel mechanism by which excess glutamate can cause longer term damage in neural cells. This preliminary work also indicated that antioxidants known as flavonoids, which are found commonly in fruits and vegetables, can protect against this glutamate mediated damage. I will use well accepted cell culture methods to model the effects of stroke in neural cells by exposing them to high levels of glutamate and assessing the damage in the presence and absence of flavonoids. 
Dr. Gregory Chaplin

Assistant Professor

Department of English

Project Title:  Milton and the End of Renaissance Friendship

Abstract:  I will continue work on a book-length study, Milton and the End of Renaissance Friendship, which examines the impact of the humanist revival of classical friendship on the works of John Milton (1608-1674).  In particular, I am seeking a course release for both Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 so that I can prepare a book proposal for Cambridge University Press and complete work on the first half of the manuscript.  The latter will require me to write an introduction; complete Chapter One; update and expand Chapter Three, a version of which was published in 2001; and begin to fashion a new Chapter Two.  I am also seeking travel funds to attend the 9th International Milton Symposium in London, England, July 7-11, 2008, where I am scheduled present an essay drawn from this project.
Dr. Edward Deveney

Associate Professor

Department of Physics

Project Title:  Continuation of Exciting Results - Particle Physics Collaboration at Yale University
Abstract:  With ad-hoc support during my sabbatical (fall 06) and CART FLRG (summer and fall 07) I collaborated with Professor David DeMille at Yale University on a high-profile particle/fundamental physics experiment to gain insight into nature at the level of the basic building blocks of the particles and forces that govern all of the known universe.    The work has been tremendously successful: the experimental apparatus has been completed, we ran preliminary tests and we have new results (my contributions have been parts of presentations at 4 meetings in ‘07 and 2 papers in progress for 08 - this work has also resulted in a submitted patent and a Physical Review Letter (top journal in physics) in ’07 as well).  These successes have verified in principle our unique experiment and ‘on the way’ toward our more significant, and challenging, goal.  I will use this CART award to complete the papers in progress, work to over come the issues that we have uncovered and perform the experimental runs toward the ultimate measurements (‘Z-zero’ interactions) that we will begin taking this summer.

Dr. Sabrina Gentlewarrior

Assistant Professor

Master of Social Work Program

Project Title:  Experiences and Impact of Discrimination of Seven Marginalized Groups:  Social Work Implications

Abstract:  While extensive research exists examining the discrimination experiences of specific marginalized groups, little work has been done comparing experiences of disenfranchisement across groups.  This exploratory ongoing qualitative study will compare and contrast the discrimination experiences and their impact on approximately 170 members from seven different marginalized groups.  Thematic analysis will be used to examine the data.  Differences in marginalization experiences and their impact that are identified will improve clinical and advocacy efforts when serving members from these groups.  Information regarding similarities in disenfranchisement and its impact will be useful in informing broad-based coalitions focused on a common human rights agenda cutting across group identities.
Professor Ivana George

Assistant Professor 
Photography Area Coordinator

Department of Art
Project Title:  New Artworks Addressing Contemporary Environmental, Social and Political Issues

Abstract:  The goal is to complete two bodies of artworks totaling 30-35 images and to disseminate them.  The first are photomontages dealing with contemporary environmental, social, and political issues.  The second are photomontages addressing the impacts of land use on climate change and diversity of living species.  The problem is manifestation of my original digital-photographic artworks.  One body of work is complete and the other is underway.  However, the artworks exist only in digital form on the computer and need to be printed.  The objectives are to print the work at an appropriate scale utilizing various archival print technologies that enhance the ideas expressed in the artworks, to make the artwork presentation and exhibition ready by creating a portable portfolio of 16” x 20” size prints and framing the larger, actual scale works, and to disseminate the artwork in exhibitions at conferences, non-profit art centers, colleges, universities, museums and/or public spaces.
Dr. John Jahoda

Professor

Department of Biological Sciences

Project Title:  Behavioral Studies on Humpback Whales in the Waters off New England

through the Creation of an Online Ethogram (behavioral catalog) that uses Multiple

Formats. 

Abstract:  I intend to build upon my previous research studies on humpback whales in New England waters by creating an ethogram (catalog) that depicts the repertoire of humpback behavior through multiple formats.  This catalog will go beyond traditional ethograms by incorporating advances in image and video technology (digital video, photographic imaging and computer animation) to create a comprehensive research and educational tool that supports different learning styles.  Working with colleagues in Library Services, video recordings taken at sea will be digitized and used to develop coherent archival, categorization and access strategies.  This behavioral collection will be shared with the Bridgewater State College (BSC) community through campus presentations, coursework and continued research activities involving undergraduates.  Additionally, the humpback ethogram will be freely accessible to the public through the BSC website.  These activities will act as the pilot project for a Whale and Marine Life Digital Archive Project, currently being discussed at BSC.

Dr. Lucinda King-Frode

Professor and

Dr. Beverly Lovett

Associate Professor

Department of Social Work

Project Title:  Male Social Workers:  Challenges and Opportunities in a Feminized Profession
Abstract:  This study of retiring male social workers’ perspectives on being in a traditionally feminized profession uses qualitative research methods to gather information about their professional experiences.  We will explore the sources of satisfaction and the challenges offered by their careers as well as their sense of professional identity in a “caring” (or “nurturing”) profession.  We are interested in the male subjects’ thoughts about the social work profession and their suggestions for improving social work practice and education.  Participation in the study will offer subjects an opportunity to continue their contributions to the profession, and their perspectives may be useful in recruiting male students and assisting agencies in retaining male staff members.

Dr. Leora Lev
Associate Professor

Department of Foreign Languages

Project Title:  Flowers of Evil, Corporeal Waxworks: Orientalist Curiosity Cabinets
Abstract:    I will prepare a new chapter and draft another for my second book. “Flowers of Evil, Corporeal Waxworks: Orientalist Curiosity Cabinets,” enlists research materials I garnered from archives such as the Bibliothèque Nationale Française and the Musée de Moulages at the Hôpital Saint Louis, including medical treatises and images of artistically rendered wax mold models of the diseased body from the late nineteenth century through the postwar  period. These artifacts, although presented as medical teaching materials, literally and figuratively also place on exhibit the underside of official French narratives and policies concerning virtue and legitimacy. The secret fantasies and anxieties regarding vice, the blossoming of forbidden desires, and exoticism are projected onto bodies outside the respectable spaces of bourgeois life, in consonance with poet Charles Baudelaire’s conflation of beauty and horror. These insights complement a second chapter I will draft, “A Dangerous Romance: Transgressing Cultural Spectacles of Gender and Nation.”

Dr. Beatrice St. Laurent

Department of Art

Project Title:  The Tiles of the Dome of the Rock: an Assessment of the Revetment Removed in 1964
Abstract:   I propose to complete the research and write a chapter “The Tiles of the Dome of the Rock: an Assessment of the Revetment Removed in 1964” for my book The Dome of the Rock: Symbol of Jerusalem. I plan to write my book during my sabbatical year 2008/2009. I will research the chapter in Jerusalem over 2 month period. I, with my colleague Khader Salameh (Director of the Islamic Museum, on the Haram al-Sharif, Jerusalem), will examine and catalogue the older surviving tiles removed from the Dome of the Rock in the early 1960’s, now stored outside in boxes or on the ground in deplorable conditions. I will photograph and catalogue the multi-period tiles (dating from the mid-16th century to the 1950’s); my colleague will read and translate the inscribed tiles. These few remaining tiles—the only record of the past exterior revetment—are threatened, gradually disintegrating, languishing outside, exposed to the elements.  

Dr. Michele Wakin

Assistant Professor

Department of Sociology

Project Title:  Examining the Gaps in California’s Continuum of Care
Abstract:  In order to receive federal funding for homeless services, cities and counties must conduct annual point-in-time counts that provide an inventory of housing options and estimate the number of sheltered and unsheltered homeless people in each region.  These data are intended to assist communities in developing a Continuum of Care that moves homeless people from entry-level emergency services to transitional and eventually permanent housing.  Without an accurate point-in-time count, funding requests are spurious and it is impossible to address gaps in service and the needs of the local homeless population.  This project examines the point-in-time counts conducted in three California cities: Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz, and Santa Barbara, with the overall goal of identifying gaps in service. 

Dr. Richard Wright

Assistant Professor

Department of Criminal Justice

Project Title:  Is Rape Justification for Murder? An Examination of the Execution of Sex Offenders

Abstract:  In the case of Coker v. Georgia (1977) the Supreme Court ruled that executing an offender who had committed a non-lethal rape, was a “grossly disproportionate” punishment for that crime. In essence, the Court affirmed its prior decision in Gregg v. Georgia that capital punishment should be restricted to cases involving murder. Since 1997, over 1100 people have been executed, none who committed a non-lethal rape. In the last several years, six states have expanded their death penalty statutes to allow for the execution of child rapists. These seemingly unconstitutional statutes are the focus of this CART FLRG research. This research will examine the politics, history, legality and contemporary issues associated with the execution of sex offenders. The study will examine executions for rape prior to 1972. Additionally the study will examine the states who have passed execution statutes for sex offenders. Particular attention will be paid to the case of Patrick Kennedy. Kennedy is one of two sex offenders on death row in Louisiana. In 2008, the Supreme Court agreed to hear his case and will determine whether the death penalty will be expanded to those who have not committed murder.  At the study’s completion, the findings will be disseminated to criminal justice journals and the greater BSC community.
