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Dr. Thomas Curley

English Department
Title: National Culture Wars in Imperial Great Britian

Abstract: This grant will help fund three weeks of research at major libraries in China to the specific end of completing chapter 5, “Johnson and the Lure of Asia,: in my book, National Culture Wars in the Imperial Great Britain during the Age of Johnson, for Penn State University Press.   My focus is the relationship of Samuel Johnson (with his friend, Oliver Goldsmith) and the first encyclopedic account of Asia in the West, Jean Baptiste Du Halde’s Description of China (1735: 1738-41).  I have access to three archives preserving Du Halde’s folio texts and records at the National Library of China, Hubei Provicial Library, and Shanghai Library.  These archival materials offer the much needed context for my writing about four unknown essays about China by Johnson.  Thus, this grant will help make public an important literary discovery concerning one of the greatest English authors.

Dr. Elizabeth Englander
Psychology Department 

Title: Guidebook to Graduate Study in Forensic Psychology and Related Fields
Abstract:  The academic field of Forensic Psychology is rapidly growing.  New graduate programs have proliferated in North America and abroad over the past 5 years.  In Fall 2001, I received a small grant to compile a guidebook to graduate study in this area.  Since then, the number of programs offered in North America appears to have (at minimum) doubled.  The current proposal is to update, revise, and add to the Guidebook to Graduate Study in Forensic Psychology.  As the interest in this field grows here at BSC (we have a new ID Minor in Forensic Psychology), an up-to-date Guidebook becomes increasingly important.  In addition to updating the directory, I also propose toad a guide to Applying to Graduate School in Forensic Psychology.   This section will be added to the other advising sections (“What degree am I interested in?” and “Background information”).  Potential graduate students will find this information invaluable.

Dr. Curtiss Hoffman
Sociology, Anthropology and Criminal Justice Department
Title: Middleborough Little League site Data Recovery Program

Abstract:  This request is for funding to assist in the completion of an archaeological site report for the data recovery operation at the Middleborough Little League Site in Middleborough, Massachusetts.  This was the location of my BSC archaeological field schools in Summer and Fall of 1999-2001.  It is an important piece of archaeological research which ties in to my increasing interest in the ceremonial aspects of culture, since the site produced many objects relating to the sacred, including red and black,= painstones, quartz crystals, pendants, and pecked and polished pebbles.  The main objective of the grant is to provide for the analysis of paleobotanical (plant) remains recovered from the site.  Funding will enable me to hire a specialist in this field to undertake analysis, which an provide important clues as to season of occupation and diet.  The grant would also support the costs of copying the final manuscript.

Dr. Eric Johnson

Early Childhood

Title: Using Hands-On Activities to Prepare Pre-service Early Childhood Teacher to Improve Teaching of the Sciences

Abstract:  The purpose of this project is to better prepare pre-service early childhood teachers to teach the sciences in the 21st century by adding a lab component to the EA311 Science and Social Studies Inquiry for the Young Child.  I will build a series of exploration kits, which go beyond the scope of the college curriculum and help early childhood pre-service students become familiar with the scientific principles that they need to teach young children science.  The goal of the project is to increase pre-service teachers’ own knowledge of science as well as the skills and disposition to teach exploratory science to young children.

Dr. Michael Kocet

Counselor Education
Title: A Qualitative, Comparative Analysis of substance Abuse, Treatment Programs in the Gay Community

Abstract:  Substance abuse, addiction, and depression are mental health issues that are not unique to the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender community, however, research shows that these issues are exacerbated for individuals who identify as sexual minorities.  Gay and lesbian individuals face bigotry, oppressions, discrimination and other factors that often contribute to a negative self-concept.  Various quantitative studies have been conducted on the issue of substance abuse and addiction in the GLBT community, however there is limited qualitative studies devoted to substance abuse with gay and lesbian persons.  This study would involve a qualitative investigation of a mental health program in Brookline, Massachusetts, devoted to the care and treatment of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender individuals struggling with chemical dependency, addiction and other mental health illnesses.  This investigation will examine the impact that a substance abuse/addiction program specifically for sexual minorities plays in the recovery process, treatment, and relapse prevention of chemical dependency.

Dr. Thomas Mickey

Communication Studies/Theatre Arts Department

Title: Selling Alcohol as Medicine:  A Critical Analysis of 19th Century Public Relations Practice

Abstract:   The goal of this project is to analyze the discourse of a series of public relations booklets called “Secret Booklets” produced by Milwaukee’s Pabst Brewery in the late 1880’s.  The product promoted in the booklets was a drink, available from the local pharmacy, called Pabst Best Tonic that contained more alcohol than beer but was called a medicine.  The method will be to a textual analysis of the five booklets.  The Milwaukee Historical Society has both a collection of the booklets and also much in-house material about them along with endorsements for the product and praise for the booklets from consumers, the government, and the medical community.  The goal of the research is to understand through a critical approach how public relations practice constructs cultural values in its campaign material.  In this case, I will examine how the discourse of alcohol as medicine enabled both the production and marketing of the product.

Dr. Beatrice St. Laurent

Art Department

Title: American Institute of Maghrib Studies Grant

Abstract:  I propose to continue a project begun in 1989-91 of identification and analysis of a collection of glass negatives dating from the late 19th century to the 1930’s housed in the Tangier American Legation Museum in Morocco.  The contents of this collection document a particularly important period in the history of Tangier and its region from pre-colonization through to the 1930’s domination by the French and Spanish.  Significant for the history of photography is the time span of these negatives from one Tangerino (Tanjawi) Spanish photographer’s studio (which has not been depersed), documenting how photographers from other places left negatives and their reproductive rights with resient photographers.  Photos were then sold to tourists and used for postcards.  The end goal of this project is to write an article for probable publication in a field specific journal.

