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Dr. Shanshan Cui

Department of Art

Title:  "Exploring Graphic Design in Paintings."

Abstract:  The proposed project explores ways to integrate elements in graphic design and digital media into the creative process of painting.  Graphic design studies visual communications.  It provides a linkage between arts and design in digital media.  The elements in and principles of graphic design are the logical entry point in the attempt to bring together painting and digital media.  I plan to paint a series of paintings in this effort and exhibit them in appropriate venues.  This effort is a new artistic direction for me.  It will also provide materials for teaching students the relationship between art and design.  The CART Small Grant will help alleviate financial burdens of framing, publicity and other costs associated with showing the painting to the public.
Dr. Sandra Faiman-Silva

Department of Anthropology

Title:  Belize Study Tour Planning Trip

Abstract:  The Central American country of Belize offers a unique opportunity for our students to learn about the history, society, and culture of this former British colony, inhabited by descendants of former slaves, Mestizo migrants, and other ethnic and religious groups.  Unlike much of Hispanic Latin America, Belize is a predominantly Afro-Caribbean, English-speaking country tucked between Mexico and Guatemala.  A democracy, Belize has struggled to overcome persistent poverty, lack of resources, and an inability to develop a self-sustaining economy, as it has struggled to retain a richly blended population of approximately 200,000 citizens.  This proposal is to develop a Belize Study Tour, through which students will be exposed to the complex history, culture, and society of Belize, through an anthropological participant observation study tour format.  I will travel to Belize to meet with representatives from Belen University, San Ignacio, Belize, and to inspect possible sites, to develop a Study Tour educational plan and explore other education exchange opportunities.

Dr. Deniz Zeynep Leuenberger

Department of Political Science

Title:  The Proper Care And Feeding Of Economic Decisions: Revealing the True Value of Service and Caring Labor in Public and Non-Profit Organizations

Abstract:  Redistribution of care and the provision of caring labor has been the responsibility of government and charitable organizations in the United States. Adoption of market-based models by these agencies may lead to reduction in social capital and increased inequities for those unable to pay market prices for services (Salamon 1997; Folbre 2001; Eikenberry and Kluver 2004). The “invisible hand” of the market may not address the true value of care-enhanced services, resulting in non-optimal prices. Caring labor may be reimbursed at a too low price, or the demand and the price for care services, when the price of care is incorporated, may be too high to meet equity goals. Measuring caring labor is the first step to understanding the contribution of the labor of care. Using interviews, surveys, and document review, this research project uses case study methodology to add to knowledge about measurement of caring labor in government and non-profit organizations.

Dr. Leora Lev

Department of Foreign Languages

Title:  Enter At Your Own Risk: The Dangerous Art of Dennis Cooper
Abstract:  I am requesting funds to aid me with supplemental publishing costs for my volume Enter At Your Own Risk: The Dangerous Art of Dennis Cooper. The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, which will publish my volume, will cover the majority of publishing costs, but I must fund fees for the indexer, final proofreader, and copyright permissions. Given the volume’s complexity as an anthology containing both new and previously-published material, and its unusual interdisciplinarity, the creation of an index is required. Insofar as my volume discusses the relation between contemporary transgressive art and fiction, both my editor and I deem the color plates that literally and figuratively illustrate this connection essential to the volume's success. I also seek funds for copyright permissions for these images and to reprint some of the essays, which had originally appeared in museum catalogues or journals. I am both the editor of and a contributor to the volume, with an introduction, a lengthy essay, an interview with renowned film director John Waters, and a shorter essay on Cooper's newest novel.  

Dr. Thomas Mickey

Department of Communication Studies

Title:  Commercialization of Nature:  Selling the 19th Century American Garden 

Abstract:  This project is a social history of late nineteenth century garden product promotion when mass advertising began, the railroad was available, and standardization of products was the rage. The goal is to understand how marketing material like garden mail order catalogs chronicle the change in the view of the garden as an expression of a new middle class. The method will be to examine material promoting garden products. The text and images in the material reveal the values and ideas of the culture on what is ‘garden’. Washington’s Smithsonian Institution has a great deal of primary material that has just recently become available to me to carry out this research. This past June the Smithsonian awarded me the Haupt Fellowship. Now I am requesting additional funding from CART, which will enable me to make frequent trips to Washington from January to June of 2006 to do the research. 

Dr. Preston Saunders

Department of Art
Title:  Description of the Problem

Abstract:  As a visual artist and a tenure track faculty member of Bridgewater State College it is important for me personally and professionally to produce new work and to actively pursue locations to exhibit my work. It is equally important to continually send out professional photographic material to be published or considered for exhibitions. With this comes an exuberant cost of having to buy ceramic and metal materials, pay entrance fees to juried competitions, hire a professional photographer, construct appropriate crates for shipping work in, hire a shipping company to deliver the work, and travel to attend openings and lecture. Recently, I have produced new work, photographed, copied slides and purchased material to ship work out for several pieces. I am applying for this grant to help alleviate the cost of some of the recent and upcoming shows, opening exhibits, conferences, and other events that I will be involved in this year

Dr. Julia Stakhnevich

Department of Foreign Languages

Title: Construction of Multilingual Indigenous Identities in Oaxaca, Mexico

Abstract: With the advance of globalization and the resulting accelerated rate of language loss, the indigenous people of Oaxaca, Mexico struggle to maintain their language and culture. In this project, I explore how two indigenous women from the Mixtec community in Oaxaca negotiate their identities as they learn English and use Mixtec and Spanish in the speech communities of their choice. In summer 2005, I developed a research plan and made initial contacts with the participants. I am now requesting funding for a two-week trip to Oaxaca in order to conduct a series of open-question interviews with the participants and collect their writing samples. The project is an important stepping-stone in my professional development as a scholar and teacher and will directly impact my teaching.


Dr. Steven Young

Department of Music

Title:  Performance of Vierne’s Piece Symphonique and Research for Compact Disc Booklet

Abstract:  This proposal seeks funds to continue research on the music of Louis Vierne for the compact disc booklet that will accompany Volume four of “L’oeuvre integrale pour l’orgue de Louis Vierne” and to attend to the first performance, since the composer’s performance of this work during his American tour in 1927, of the Pièce Symphonique for organ and orchestra, in Haarlem, Holland.  This performance of this work is coming to fruition as a result of my earlier research into Vierne’s music, as I provided the artist with a copy of the manuscript score.
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