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Dr. Darcy Boellstorff

Assistant Professor

Department of Geography

Project Title:  “Land Use Change and Soil Carbon Storage Potential in Central Spain”

Abstract:  During summer 2006 field soil sampling was performed in a semiarid region of Spain.  Samples were collected from different long-term land use and topographic positions in order to understand the impact of land use management on soil-carbon levels.  The overarching goal of this research is to quantify potential soil carbon storage for semiarid agricultural lands as part of our global efforts to reduce atmospheric CO2 in the next several decades.  The study region for this work is typical of many intensely cultivated cereal growing regions found in Mediterranean and semiarid climates.  Some analyses were performed on the soil samples during the 2006 summer field visit, however, other variables are needed in order to understand and model the distribution soil carbon and potential for sequestration of carbon for different land use types.  Preliminary results show that the interaction between land use and topographic variables could explain some of the differences soil properties that influence carbon storage.
Dr. Sandra Ciocci

Professor & Coordinator

Department of Special Education and Communication Studies

Project Title:  “Sign Language “Storyreading” for Children Who are Deaf”
Abstract:  By age 18 years, typical deaf students score at about the fourth or fifth grade level on standard reading achievement tests.  With a current education focus on the use of American Sign Language (ASL) in deaf education, there has been a surge in the presentation of children’s literature in ASL on video/DVD.  The focus of these videos/DVDs is on storytelling rather than on storyreading and, while the story’s illustrations are provided, the actual print of the story is not.  This proposal is an initial effort to develop storyreading videos/DVDs for use with deaf children.  Following the accepted procedures of read-aloud and shared-reading practices, stories traditionally used to facilitate literacy development in hearing children will be “read” in sign language.  The “reading” of the story rather that the “telling” of the story, and the association of the print while “reading” would be the unique features of these materials.

Dr. Patricia Fanning

Associate Professor and Chairperson

Department of Sociology

Project Title:  “F. Holland Day: A Biography”

Abstract:  This small grant will support expenses connected with the publication of my biography of F. Holland Day (1864 – 1933) by the University of Massachusetts Press.  A bibliophile, publisher, and photographer, Day founded a publishing firm often compared to William Morris’s Kelmscott Press, his photographs remain striking today, and his influence as a promoter of photography as a fine art rivaled that of Alfred Stieglitz.  Experts consider Day to be one of the most important photographic artists in history, one who remains influential in current photographic circles.  This grant will allow me to 1) obtain images for inclusion in the book;

2) pay for any associated permissions for use of photographs or manuscript sources and; 3) allow me to hire a professional indexer to index the work.

Dr. William Levin

Professor

Department of Sociology

Project Title:  “A Study of Returning to Schooling at the College Level”
Abstract:  I am currently on sabbatical leave conducting research on educational late-blooming at the college level.  The title of the study as it appears on the informed consent forms for this research is “A Study of Returning to Schooling at the College Level.”  The bulk of this research consists of unstructured interviews with full-time enrolled Bridgewater State College students who are over the age of 30.  I am applying for a CART Small Grant to help pay for the transcription of these interviews to Word files.  This will allow me to work from paper in the analysis of the interviews (working from tapes makes the recognition of patterns in interviews nearly impossible), and to subject the text to computer analysis using software designed for the quantitative analysis of textual data.  I expect his research to produce 20-30 interview tapes, averaging 40 minutes each, which will need transcription.

Dr. Steven Nelson

Assistant Professor
Department of Secondary Education and Professional Programs

Project Title:  “Leaders in the Labyrinth:  College Presidents and the Battle of Creeds and Convictions”
Abstract:  The book manuscript, Leaders in the Labyrinth: College Presidents and the Battle of Creeds and Convictions, (working title with Praeger Press, spring/summer 2007 publication date) that is the centerpiece of this proposal is based on research conducted under a Kellogg Foundation grant supported study of fifteen contemporary college and university presidents.  The research featured interviews and presidential speeches and other writings, and the results of this data and materials are the basis of the book.

This book examines the issues that today’s presidents grapple with in and outside the gates of the academy.  Among the major themes are that presidents must hold the center of the academy and that navigating this challenge, rather than a wishy-washy, lowest common denominator refuge, is a profound moral challenge for presidents, one that requires great courage to pursue, and the greatest intellectual and persuasive powers presidents are able to muster from their pulpits as they seek to influence and inspire constituents and constituencies.

Prof. Preston Saunders

Assistant Professor

Department of Art

Project Title:  “Noborigama Wood Fire”
Abstract:  As a ceramic artist and a tenured faculty member at Bridgewater State College it is important for me personally and professionally to continually research and expose myself to other artists and the numerous techniques involved in my field.  It is equally important for me to continually produce new work, and to actively pursue locations to exhibit my work.  This year I have been invited to tour and meet the ceramic artists of Echizen, Japan.  I will participate in their Noborigama wood firing and participate in their annual exhibition.  This traditional firing takes place in one of the oldest kilns sites in Japan, October 7-16th 2006.  An international exhibit of the work will take place immediately after the firing.  For this upcoming exhibit, I will endure some of the cost of traveling to and in Japan.

Dr. Julia Stakhnevich

Assistant Professor

Department of English

Project Title:  “A Sociolinguistic Investigation of Word Borrowing Patterns in Putin’s Russia”

Abstract:  In this study, the focus is on the development of word borrowing patterns in the sociocultural climate of Putin’s Russia.  In the 1990s, Russia was going through a period of infatuation with western cultures, politically aligning itself with the United States.  Simultaneously, the Russian language adopted many loan words from American English (e.g., Ryzanova-Clarke, & Wade, 1999; Stakhnevich, 2003.)  Today, the sociopolitical conditions are drastically different.  In this project, I explore the longevity of the linguistic borrowings from the 1990s and identify new loanwords through the textual analysis of Russian print mass media.  I examine the semantic domains of these borrowings from the standpoint of critical discourse analysis and investigate the loans’ morphological structure and their syntactical role(s).  In my interpretation of the results, I rely on the notions from the critical theory to explicate the role of cross-linguistic borrowings in discourse and their connection to social change.

