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Dr. Michelle Cox, Assistant Professor, Department of English
Project Title:  Inventing Identities in Second Language Writing

Abstract:  I applied for a small grant to support indexing fees for Reinventing Identities in Second Language Writing, a collection of original essays I have written a chapter for and am co-editing with Jay Jordan of the University of Utah, Christina Ortmeier-Hooper of the University of New Hampshire, and Gwen Gray Schwartz of Mount Union College, Ohio.  This collection of research chapters and narrative essays explores how the identities of writers who use English as a second language are constructed by their readers, teachers, institutions, and themselves.  There is a strong need in the field of composition studies for research that complicates the ways in which the field labels, and thereby constructs, identities of second language writers.  Currently the field talks about second language writers in broad strokes, masking the rich multiplicity of identities that second language writers inhabit, invent, and revise as they compose.  This collection challenges such simplifications by counterposing them both with researched chapters that investigate how second language writers invent and reinvent themselves through writing and with first-person essays by second language academics, who reflect on their ongoing journeys through identity formation.  The spectrum of second-language experiences captured in the collection displays the richness and multiplicity of identity invention and reinvention; subjugation, negotiation and assertion; flexibility and rhetoricity.

Dr. Thomas Curley, Professor, Department of English
Project Title:  Samuel Johnson and Ossian, Cambridge University Press, 2009
Abstract:  I am applying for a CART Small Grant to fund the indexing of my book, and for transportation to UCLA’s William Andrews Clark Memorial Library to research a paper for the Samuel Johnson Symposium at Harvard University.  I wanted to cap my long career at BSC, before my retirement, by seeing in print my book, Samuel Johnson, the Ossian Fraud, and the Celtic Revival in Great Britain and Ireland (April 2009), which was ten years in preparation and is now under contract with Cambridge University Press, the most prestigious publisher of English studies today.  The indexing is essential for the project, and my book-cover blurb sums up its importance: 
“James Macpherson’s famous hoax, publishing his own poems as the writings of the ancient Scots bard Ossian in the 1760s, remains fascinating to scholars as the most successful literary fraud in history.  This study presents the decisive expose of his deception, by looking at the controversy from the point of view of Samuel Johnson, England’s greatest moralist and the most fascinating personality in English literature. Johnson’s dispute with Macpherson was an argument with wide implications not only for literature, but for the emerging national identities of the British nations during the Celtic Revival.  Thomas M. Curley offers a wealth of genuinely new information, detailing as never before Johnson’s involvement in the Ossian controversy, his insistence on truth-telling, and his interaction with others in the debate.  The appendix reproduces a rare pamphlet against Ossian written with the assistance of Johnson himself.  This book will be an important addition to knowledge about Johnson and the long-debated Ossian controversy.  Thomas M. Curley is Professor of English at Bridgewater State College, Massachusetts.  He is the author of several books and articles on English literature, most notably Sir Robert Chambers:  Law, Literature and Empire in the Age of Johnson (1998), nominated for a Pulitzer Prize.”

 Curley (continued)
Connected with my request for funding the book’s index is my need for financial assistance to research both an article and a paper on Johnson and America at a major archive, UCLA’s William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, during spring break.   Professor Jack Lynch, editor of The Age of Johnson:  A Scholarly Annual, has invited me to contribute the article to a scholarly collection, entitled Samuel Johnson in Context, to be published by Cambridge University Press.  I shall also proudly represent my college by delivering next August, by personal invitation only, an address on the same subject of Johnson and America at the international Harvard Symposium celebrating the tercentenary of his birth.

Dr. Emily Douglas, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work

Project Title:  Innovations in Child and Family Policy

Abstract:  The purpose of this proposal is to seek funds to defray the typesetting costs for an edited book that I am publishing with Lexington Books.  Innovations in Child and Family Policy is an edited volume of research papers that were presented at the 1st National Research Conference on Child and Family Programs and Policy in July 2008, a conference that I founded and chaired.  Innovations is under contract with Lexington Books and focuses on current research of family problems and policy/programmatic solutions to those problems.  Child and family policy is a growing interdisciplinary specialization within the social sciences.  The number of times that “child and/or family policy” has appeared as the title of an academic paper in the EBSCO database has grown from about 100 times in the 1980s to nearly 300 just two decades later. 

Despite this increased attention, at least 10 years has passed since a book similar to Innovations has been published.  Many books have focused on child and family policy issues, but only from the perspective of one discipline.  One of the unique aspects of Innovations is that it bridges multiple disciplines and thus, will appeal to a truly multi/interdisciplinary audience.  Topics include child care, education, family leave, child welfare, family violence, prevention/intervention, and the justice system. Innovations has application for a variety of disciplines: psychology, sociology, social work, family studies, child development, economics, criminal justice, public/social policy, public health, and legal studies.  Finally, it will appeal to academics, government agents, researchers, and decision/policy-makers. 

Prof. Ivana George, Assistant Professor, Department of Art
Project Title:  Photographing Climate Change in the Peruvian Andes
Abstract:  The Earth is undergoing dramatic climate changes due to human activities that are warming the planet.  This is the most important environmental crisis that humans have faced.  High mountain glaciers and their surrounding ecosystems are key indicators of the effects of global warming.  I will travel to the Llanganuco Valley and nearby Andean glaciers in Peru with the scientist, Dr. Bryan Mark of Ohio State University, a team of his international scientific colleagues, and a group of his graduate students who will research the impact of climate change on the environment.  I will attend a workshop with the graduate students to learn about the impact of climate change in this region.  I will create photomontages that explore the impact of climate change on the glaciers, the ecosystem, and the local communities to be exhibited in Peru and the U.S.A.  In order to make the photomontages, I will photograph the research activities, the local community, the landscapes, and the flora and fauna.  The significance of my project is that the photomontages will increase Peruvians’ understanding about the impact of glacial recession on their environment and inspire North Americans to recognize the disproportionate impact of climate change on developing nations.  The exhibitions of my project will encourage North Americans to reduce their carbon footprint.  This project will be significant for my artistic practice because I wish to focus my artwork on the subject of climate change in order to educate viewers about its effects and how they can help to reverse it.  This will be the first of many projects that explore climate change and my first project where I will learn about the impacts of climate change directly from respected scientists.  I look forward to being creatively 
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inspired by the field research.  Last but not least, I plan to forge new relationships with the scientists on the team who conduct climate research in other parts of the world.  I hope that building these relationships will lead to future collaborative projects.  
Dr. Stephen Nelson, Assistant Professor, Department of Secondary Education & Professional Program

Project Title:  The Success and Failure of College Presidents
Abstract:  I am presently in the final stages of completion of the manuscript for a book, Leaders in the Crossroads: Success and Failure in the College Presidency.  The book will be published with Rowman and Littlefield as part of the American Council on Education (ACE) Higher Education Series.  The book is likely to be released in the late spring or early summer 2009.  I have developed four criteria by which to test and judge presidents as successes and failures.  First is the recognition of presidents of the importance of legacy, their own, that of their institution and of the legacies of predecessors and successors.  Second is their capacity to be dedicated to the marketplace of ideas, freely expressed, open to critical commentary that is a fundamental principle of the academy.  Third are the uses of the bully pulpit by which presidents present themselves and their institutions to the public.  Last is the leadership of presidents in times of crisis.  I also address the ways in which presidents fortify or erode the fundamental values and principles of the academy.  This CART grant will support work that includes creating an index, confirming citations, and assisting with additional editing including copy editing and other final preparation of the manuscript.

Dr. Minae Savas, Assistant Professor, Department of Foreign Languages
Project Title:  Investigating the Contemporary Context of Japanese Performance Traditions Through Fieldwork in Japan

Abstract:  Medieval madwoman Noh plays have been performed in Japan continually for the last 600 years. In these plays, the association of the feminine with madness makes it possible to demonstrate to audiences a symbolic transformation of medieval cultural and religious practices.  My study explores feminine subjectivities and sexuality conveyed through madness and examines the significance of feminine madness as a form of resistance from the margins of society.  The purpose of this trip is to explore how contemporary Noh performers negotiate medieval Noh texts on the theme of feminine madness.  I am particularly interested in what these performers bring to their interpretation of texts of medieval provenance and how they situate these texts in the larger scope of their performances.  Of special emphasis in my study is the question of how female Noh performers negotiate female roles in Noh, roles open to women only since the 20th century as these parts were traditionally the exclusive privilege of male performers.  To investigate the contemporary context of Japanese performance traditions, I plan to conduct fieldwork in Japan by observing madwoman plays and by participating in workshops on traditional Japanese theatre led by professional actors.  Plays that I could otherwise study only as written texts are performed frequently in Kyoto.  By observing performances, I will be able to grasp the significance of the performed word of Noh, as well as its music and dance.  Participation in the summer’s intensive workshop consisting of lectures, demonstrations, and practicums for Noh (stylized, poetic drama featuring chant and abstract dance) will also help me gain insight into a performer’s thoughts about playing different roles.  With its concentration of resources as the traditional cultural center of Japan, Kyoto has thus become a center for my research. In preparation for this research trip, I have contacted Dr. Jonah Salz at Ryukoku University in Kyoto, an expert on Japanese traditional theater.  He will provide me with access to the library at Ryukoku University, which has a large collection of invaluable manuscripts and other materials. At this library I plan to research medieval Buddhism, which had profound influence on Noh plays.  Their collection of Buddhist texts, particularly, ranks among the best in Japan.  Having access to this collection is critical because similar material is difficult to obtain in the United States.  I have also arranged to meet Dr. Yuriko Kite, Vice President of International Affairs at Kansai University, and Prof. Toshihiko Sekiya, who teaches Japanese theatre there.  Because BSC has an exchange program with Kansai University, I believe that by working in collaboration with their faculty, I can make a significant contribution to strengthening our Japan-U.S. partnership as well as making rich resources in Japan accessible to BSC students in my courses on Japanese Studies.
Dr. Julia Stakhnevich, Associate Professor, Department of English
Project Title:  Olga Costa:  A Mexican by Choice
Abstract:  The focus of the project is the life of Olga Costa (1913-1993), a Mexican painter of Russian descent. Through a critical examination of the artist’s personal papers, artifacts, art collections, photographs, published and unpublished interviews, I explore to what degree the artist’s identity was shaped by her heritage and early experiences as an outsider.  This study will add to our understanding of how bilingualism impacts creativity in visual artists who draw from their life experiences to express multiple cultural affiliations and reconstruct a sense of self in the conditions of displacement and migration.  The project combines elements of biographic research, linguistics, and critical theory. 
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