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SUMMER GRANT

ABSTRACTS

2006 

Dr. Martina B. Arndt

Department of Physics

Title:  A Search for Dust around Our Sun
Abstract:  During a total solar eclipse, our moon is positioned perfectly such that it obstructs the bright disc of the Sun from our view. As a result, we have a rare view of the atmosphere above the solar surface. On March 29, 2006, a total solar eclipse will be visible from Libya, Africa. We plan to make observations that will expand on and test our results from previous work that suggests the presence of dust near the solar surface.
The main bulk of this research, including travel and equipment costs, is being funded by a National Science Foundation Grant on which I am a Co-PI. However, due to budget constraints, NSF asked us to cut our $1.3 million budget by 75%, leaving only $300,000. Therefore, I am requesting $3100 from CART to allow me to work during this upcoming summer.

Dr. Victoria Bacon

Department of Counselor Education

Title:  The Development of a Joint Research Project:  Bridgewater State College and Acadia University

Abstract:  To develop a collaborative research effort with faculty from Bridgewater State College and Acadia University in Nova Scotia Canada. Together, we will investigate the effectiveness of the Decision Making Model (Bacon, 2002) as a preventive education protocol for Allied Health Care Practitioners when addressing the psycho-socio-emotional needs of their clients. The initial meeting of faculty from BSC and Acadia University will take place in Canada on March 23, 2006. This author will serve as Project Director and BSC liaison. The project goals for this grant are: 1) to coordinate an international research team of faculty from both institutions, 2) to develop a research study to investigate the success of the current teaching module and, 3) to identify funding sources to support the research project. Health care educators and students will benefit from this advanced training experience and from what we will learn from our research findings.

 

Dr. Brendan Burke

Department of Political Science

Title:  The Human Side of Managing for Results – A Book Proposal and Partial Manuscript

Abstract:  I recently published a co-authored article entitled “The Human Side of Managing for Results” in a leading refereed public administration journal, and an expansion of the article has been accepted as a chapter in a book called Transforming Leadership in the 21st Century.  Given that the writing of the initial published article included the repeated editing and deleting of rich case study data on public management in American cities, that the research has expanded (with the book chapter) to involve a number of innovative Canadian municipalities, and that within four months of the article’s publication there is an apparently wide audience for our original approach and ideas, I intend to expand the first two papers into a book, marketed to a university press.  The CART Summer Grant will support the development of the book proposal and two example chapters.

Dr. Kathryn Evans
Department of English
Title:  Problems and Possibilities:  Reading and Writing Genres in Context

Abstract:  This proposal details a textbook that would attempt to address a longstanding problem in the teaching of first-year composition.  There are two types of textbooks typically used to teach first-year composition—rhetorics and readers—and each type has limitations.  Rhetorics, which typically impart strategies for how to write effectively, are not used by many instructors.  This lack of widespread use most likely stems from rhetorics’ failure to engage student interest, which in turn likely stems from the fact that rhetorics do not teach at the point of need.

Still another problem is presented by readers (collections of writings designed to hone reading strategies, provide topics for students to write about, and provide models of effective writing).  While readers tend to engage student interest, many of them do not adequately focus students’ attention on rhetorical strategies and issues of genre.  This can result in a “genre blindness” that encourages students to overgeneralize:  unless students understand how and why rhetorical strategies work in the context of particular genres, they may “import” those strategies into other genres, thus ending up with writing that fails to achieve its purpose.   

The proposed textbook would seek to address this “genre blindness” problem—along with the rhetoric’s “point of need” problem—by 1) teaching genre-specific strategies, and 2) teaching them at the point of need.  The proposed book, a reader with a twist, would accomplish this by 

· featuring writing assignments (activities) that teach genre-specific strategies at the point of need, as part of the actual writing prompt, and

· providing an apparatus [1]that would highlight how the rhetorical strategies used in each reading selection are genre-specific. 
[1]  “Apparatus” refers to the writing assignments in the textbook, the discussion questions following each reading selection, and the headnotes introducing each reading.

Dr. Patricia Fanning

Department of Sociology

Title:   Disease and the Politics of Community: Norwood, Massachusetts and the Great Influenza Epidemic of 1918
Abstract:  I am applying for a CART Summer Grant to complete the research and writing necessary to revise my book manuscript entitled “Disease and the Politics of Community,” a study of the impact of the 1918 influenza epidemic on the town of Norwood, Massachusetts. My research attempts to establish a model for the analysis of epidemics, one that designates social behavior as a fundamental predictor of the epidemic curve and its consequences. The global spread of infectious diseases and the threat of avian influenza have focused increased attention on the problem of local responses to epidemics.  In the revised manuscript, the study’s historical narrative will remain largely unchanged; however, I plan to incorporate recent scholarship on both influenza and epidemic behavior patterns into the introduction and to include a section on what this community study can teach us about epidemic preparedness planning in the conclusion.

Dr. Karen Fein

Department of Social Work

Title:  Beyond the Abuse:  Helping Incarcerated Women Deal with Their Abuse Experiences

Abstract:  This is a request for CART Summer Grant funding to enable this researcher to write a scholarly article for publication in a peer reviewed academic journal. This scholarly article will describe the findings of a cross-sectional study in which 50 female jail detainees were interviewed by this researcher in 2-hour individual face-to-face interviews.  The article will focus on the findings from data regarding the abuse experiences of these women, and the far-reaching impacts those abuses have had on their lives.  While it is clear that jailed women face multiple stressors in their lives, it is also clear that their histories of abuse remain at the forefront of their lives.  The researcher suggests that any plan to help these women to move toward healthy lifestyles must include assistance to effectively cope with their abuse experiences.

Fernanda l. Ferreira, Ph.D.

Department of Foreign Languages
Linguistic Attitudes of Heritage Language Learners
Abstract:  A significant number of students who take Portuguese at Bridgewater State College are identified as Portuguese heritage language learners. They mostly belong to two groups: first, learners whose families immigrated from Portugal, Azores, or Madeira Island; second, Cape Verdeans, who speak Cape Verdean Creole and Portuguese.  There are important sociolinguistic differences between these groups. Most importantly, the reasons for which they take the language are as diverse as their linguistic attitudes/reactions towards it.  The goals of this project are to (1) identify the motivations and attitudes of Portuguese learners towards the language, (2) analyze comparative background information from traditional second language learners, and (3) prepare a scholarly article for submission to a peer-reviewed journal about the topic. This project is a continuation of sociolinguistic research into heritage language groups at BSC conducted in 2004.  The results of this study will point to differences between learners and help inform the development of more appropriate pedagogical materials for heritage language learner classes.

Dr. Diana Fox

Department of Anthropology

Title: Gendered Lives:  Spinning Personal Narratives - A Book Chapter Research and Writing Proposal 

Abstract:  I seek summer course release time to pursue the last phase of research for my ethnography of rural Jamaica. This involves collecting six personal narratives/life histories, in Jamaican patois, from residents of the town of Frankfield and writing chapter three, “Gendered Lives: Spinning Personal Narratives.” The chapter is integral to the theoretical objectives of the ethnography: to offer analytical descriptions of the Jamaican gender system and to examine how a case study of one community is situated within broader national narratives of gender. Open-ended interviews will explore how community members interpret and experience cultural themes of sexual partnership; definitions of masculinity and femininity; and the sexual division of labor. Drawing from subjects’ responses, the chapter will explore how individual lives both reflect and diverge from wider gender patterns. Funding will permit travel to Jamaica for research in collaboration with a Jamaican graduate student and writing, during the months of July and August. 

Dr. Soma Ghosh

Department of Economics

Title: Strategic Interaction Among School Districts: A Spatial Analysis of Education Expenditures in Massachusetts

Abstract:  Perhaps no local government fiscal or political issue generates as much or as intense public interest as the issue of school finance. Over the past few decades, parents, researchers and policy makers have given increased attention to the impact of inter-jurisdictional competition on school finance. However, empirical examination of the effect of this type of competition on the level of spending and the quality of education is relatively sparse. In this paper, I test the notion of strategic interaction among school districts in Massachusetts, that is, whether public school districts in Massachusetts incorporate the expenditure decisions of neighboring districts into their own decision-making process. The main purpose is to analyze expenditure interaction effects between public school districts and among public schools within a given district. The empirical analysis is carried out using a spatial econometrics framework, which is crucial in discerning the source of interdependence among school districts.  

Dr. Joshua R. Greenberg

Department of History

Title:  'Kill-the-Dammed-Irish' and 'Poland Shall Be Free':  The Catholic Conundrum in 1830s New York City

Abstract:  This project elucidates the complexity of early-nineteenth century immigration politics by placing Jacksonian era anti-Catholicism adjacent to widespread support for Catholic exiles from the failed Polish Revolution of 1831.  Just as nativists participated in anti-Irish riots and formed the nation's first anti-immigrant political party, various groups from Protestant clergy to middle-class women's publications to the House of Representatives came out in support for the small group of exiled, Catholic Poles.  By probing the two stories together, a more nuanced and complete picture of Antebellum religious belief, civic ideology, and political anti-Catholicism come into focus.  I expect to complete my work by the end of Summer 2006. 

Dr. Leonid Heretz

Department of History

Title:  Mshanets Local History

Abstract:  I am applying for a CART Summer Grant in the sum of $3100 that will allow me to continue work on an oral history/local history of a cluster of villages in the Carpathian Mountains of Western Ukraine. Thus far, I have more than seventy interviews, containing an immense amount of material, and the recordings are currently being transcribed. This summer, I plan to work in the archives of Przemysl (Poland), Lviv (Ukraine) and Vienna to see how the rich and vivid historical picture created by the oral histories compares to the official documentary record. This juxtaposition will be important element of the monograph that is the end goal of the project. I should note that my work to date has generated considerable interest in the field.  My project is an innovation in Ukrainian and East European historiography, and will help open new directions for the discipline, currently finding its way after the fall of Communism and the lifting of Soviet ideological and political strictures on scholarship. 

Dr. Ellen J. Ingmanson

Department of Anthropology

Title:  Gestural Communication in Captive Gibbons:  A Preliminary Investigation

Abstract:  Language is central to being human, making its origins and evolution a topic of intense interest to many disciplines.  Behaviors similar to language have been found in the communication systems of several nonhuman primates, notably the great apes.  However, due to limitations of their vocal tracts, some of their greatest language-like abilities have been found in their use of gestures for communication.  Monkeys lack these abilities that are found in the great apes.  This project will examine the gestural communication of a group of captive gibbons, known as lesser apes.  Little research exists on gibbon gestures, leaving open questions as to what extent they exhibit these more advanced abilities.  This research will provide the foundation for what I hope will become a long-term observational project, with the potential to produce significant new understandings of gibbon behavior, further understanding of the antecedents of language, and incorporate students into on-going research.

Dr. Leora Lev

Department of Foreign Languages
Title:  A Dangerous Romance: Spain, France, and Orientalist Cultural Spectacles
Abstract:  I will conduct research for my second book, Globalization, Topographies of Desire, and Fetishism in Spanish Film and Arts: Transgressing Cultural Spectacles of Gender and Nation. I develop an original exploration of orientalism as it informs Spain’s conflictual relation to Europe, its Latin American colonies, and its own syncretic body politic. I examine Spain’s orientalizing by Europe, and especially France, as a sultry, “foreign” space more African than European--due to its eight-century “infiltration” by suspect Semitic, Middle Eastern, North African foreigners--as against a more civilized, socialized Europe’s uncensored Id. Analogously, both imperial and fascist Spain fetishizes and abjects its own heterogeneous “foreign bodies”—Moorish/Semitic/gypsy/unruly femininity embodied by Carmen--while also marketing these icons/figures/fantasies for consumption. I will conduct archival research in Paris and Barcelona that sheds light upon this orientalism in interwar avant-garde circles, Francoist culture, and post-Francoist art, and interview Spanish artists who reconsider and contest orientalism. 

Dr. William Levin

Department of Sociology

Title:  A Sociology of Educational Late Blooming

Abstract:  I am applying for a CART Summer Grant for 2006 to support research I will be conducting on educational late-blooming.  I have applied for a sabbatical leave in the fall of 2006 to do this work, and this Summer Grant will enable me to 1) review previous interview tapes and transcriptions I have from preliminary work I did on this topic, 2) develop more structured questions for use in the research in the fall and 3) draw a sample of older students in cooperation with the Office for Institutional Research.  Completing this work in the summer will allow me to conduct data collection and analysis starting early in the fall.  In turn, this would make it possible for me to begin writing results of my research for presentation at professional meetings and for publication.

Dr. Margaret Lowe

Department of History

Title:  Why Must I Be the Only Woman to Lose My Birthright?’ Gender and Modernity in Upper-Class Twentieth-Century American Life

Abstract:   A 2007 CART Summer Grant would provide the critical time and resources I need to complete detailed archival for my proposed monograph: ‘Why Must I Be the Only Woman to Lose My Birthright?’  Gender and Modernity in Upper-Class Twentieth-Century American Life.  A social history, this project will highlight the ways in which upper-class men and women (mostly from New England) both resisted and shaped the emergence of American modernity.  With a close analysis of a broad range of primary sources, including personal papers, letters, diaries, medical and scientific tracts, and periodical literature, my research will illuminate the specific gender and class contours of this decisive cultural development.  Though much has been written about upper-class white men, we actually have little historical literature about the import and influence of upper-class women, a significant gap in the literature I intend to address.

Patricia E. Mancini, Ph.D.

Department of Biological Sciences

Title:  DNA Sequencing for Teaching and Research:  Mastering the LiCor® 4300 DNA Analysis System

Abstract:  The ability to sequence DNA increases the experimental questions that can be addressed in the areas of environmental and medical microbiology and in all areas of the biomedical sciences.  Research efforts can quickly reach a threshold where DNA sequencing becomes necessary for the design and progression of long-term studies.  Best practices teaching in microbiology also currently involves exposing students to the potential of this technique in a ‘hands-on’ way. This  four-week project will allow me to master the use of the Li-Cor( DNA sequencer recently acquired by the Biology and Chemistry departments,  and to use and troubleshoot  the accompanying software package for data analysis.   I will then incorporate the concepts and techniques into both my Microbiology course laboratory exercises and my research efforts with undergraduate research students and colleagues in the department. 
Dr. Laura McAlinden

Department of Philosophy

Title:  Leibniz and Suarez on God's Role in Natural Causation

Abstract:  Some problems of causation in contemporary philosophy have foundations in the work of 17th Century philosophers, such as G.W. Leibniz (1646-1716).  He asked questions about causation we still ask today:  can we formulate, in general terms, the conditions under which one event causes another?  For the Christian faithful, like Leibniz, some beliefs (about God’s omnipotence and the reliance of all creation on God) complicate questions about causation so that distinguishing between natural events and miraculous events seems difficult, if not impossible.

Leibniz claimed to have solved the problem of distinguishing between natural and miraculous events, but he provided only the barest outline of a solution.  I have discovered a striking similarity between the phrasing and metaphors used by Leibniz, and those of Francisco Suarez (1548-1617).  I suggest that our understanding of Leibniz can be enhanced by drawing the historical and philosophical connections between Leibniz and his Suarez.  

Dr. Donald Padget

Department of Biological Sciences

Title:  A Field Guide to Wetland Plants:  Specimen Collections

Abstract:  Wetlands are a legally protected natural resource in Massachusetts, defined largely by the array of plant species that inhabit them.  The success of wetland protection efforts relies on accurately identifying wetlands. Procedures for the identification of these areas necessitate the correct recognition of plant species.  Unfortunately, current field guides for wetland plant identification are either too technical for most local conservationists or too elementary for accurate species identifications.  I intend to continue my development of a comprehensive field guide for identifying all of the trees and shrubs found in wetlands of Massachusetts.  I propose here to increase the effectiveness of this manual this growing season by wild-collecting many specimens to be used for illustration purposes and to allow for better written descriptions.  Such preserved plant specimens will serve as a rich database to draw from for detailed descriptions of each species, their flowering period, habitat, and be essential for their proper illustration.

Stanley C. Ross, Ph.D.

Department of Management

Title:  Assessing Whether Strategic Typologies Exist Within Publicly Held Firms in the Financial Service Industry

Abstract:  The purpose of this study is to learn whether successful firms compared to less successful firms adhere to a formulistic approach by following a certain type of competitive strategy.  Only public firms within the Financial Service industry are included in this study.  The author chose this industry because of a long career in the industry.  Public firms were selected because these firms must communicate their competitive strategies to the general public via annual report.  The first goal of the study is to evaluate if the methodological approach and theoretical basis of the study support the authors’ hypothesis and can be generalized to firms in other industries.  The second goal of the study is to learn if firm size is associated with the type of competitive strategy selected.  The author hypothesizes that size does influence the type of competitive strategy pursued by successful firms.  It is expected that the strategies are both describable and clearly linked to successful firms. Industry benchmarks using percentage changes in revenues, profits and market are developed by the author.  Firm performance is compared with the benchmarks.  Firms falling below the benchmarks are labeled unsuccessful firms and those exceeding the benchmarks are considered successful firms. To add rigor to the assessment of a firm’s performance, successful firms must exceed the annual benchmarks between the years 1990 and 2004 on a consistent basis. 
Dr. Peter Saccocia
Department of Earth Sciences

Title:  Hydrothermal Fluid Chemistry in Back Arc Basins

Abstract:  Hot springs emanate from the seafloor along the global mid-ocean ridge system and in an environment called the back-arc basin. The chemistry of these fluids in the back-arc environment is virtually unknown. In general, hot springs on the seafloor cause a massive amount of chemical exchange between seawater and rocks below the seafloor. Thus, they exert a critical control on the chemistry of seawater and perhaps the development of major metal deposits such as copper and gold on the seafloor. To assess the role that hot springs in the back-arc environment play in these global processes requires that the chemistry of these fluids be known. Thus, the objective of this project is to measure the chemistry of hot spring fluids from a back-arc basin in the western Pacific Ocean. From these measurements, the origin and global significance of these hot springs will be determined.
 

Dr. Beatrice St. Laurent

Department of Art

Title:  The Creation of a Digital Archive in Tangier Continued!

Abstract:  I propose to continue a project of digitizing a collection of nearly 2000 glass negatives in the Tangier American Legation Museum in Tangier, Morocco, dating between 1910 and 1935.  A CART Small Grant allowed me to continue with the historical identification of the images-a project left incomplete in 1989.  A CART FLRG Grant in 2005 facilitated the initiation of the process of digitizing the collection.  Thus far, 350 of the negatives have been scanned.  The goal is to complete the scanning process and to create an archive on DVDs that will be deposited in the Bridgewater State College Library, the Fine Arts library at Harvard University and in Tangier and thus, available to scholars of the region for research. The project was scheduled to be completed last summer but, due to a major computer problem, I lost a month’s work awaiting a part to be delivered by a visitor from the U.S.  

Dr. Wing-Kai To

Department of History

Title:  Chinese American Education and Culture in Boston during the Exclusion Era, 1870s to 1950s

Abstract:  This research project seeks to examine the contested meanings of Chinese American culture in New England during the Exclusion Era from the earliest settlement in Boston Chinatown in the 1870s to the Repeal of the Exclusion Act in the 1940s.  Building on previous studies of trade, education, labor, and anti-Asian movement in other communities, this study analyzes the construction of Chinese American identities in the formation of Boston’s Chinatown.  It debunks stereotypes of Chinatown as an exotic ethnic enclave and examines the role of education, community institutions, commercial culture, and vibrant social life of the Chinese diaspora.   The short-term goal of my research is to finish an article about changing culture and identities of Boston’s Chinatown for an upcoming volume about Asian Americans in New England.   A more long-term project is the completion of a manuscript about the life of early Chinese Americans in Boston. 

Dr. Jody Weber

Department of Theater and Dance

Title:  Collapsible Dance

Abstract:  Dance can, and often does, mystify its audiences. It is by nature a language that exists outside the realm of written or spoken word, and yet movement is at the very heart of our experience in the world and our interaction with others.  I am very interested in finding ways of bridging the divide between professionals and community while maintaining the integrity of my artistic work and offering meaningful experiences for both participants and audiences. Collapsible Dance would address the discrepancy between the professional dancer and the community while maintaining artistic merit and promoting artistic experience for both participants and audiences.  The dance would be choreographed to accommodate participants from the community hosting the event, and would be collapsible to its professional components when time or space restricted community participation. The community sections would emanate from the professional sections in direct choreographic response to the content of the dance. My Collapsible Dance would expand to incorporate members of the community hosting the project, or collapse into smaller versions performed by professionals in alternative spaces in the hosting community.

Dr. Jeffrey Williams

Department of Physics

Title:  Visualizing Physics

Abstract:  This proposal outlines the plan for a new textbook for a liberal-arts class in physics. I signed a contract for this work with Wiley Publishing and I am presently working on the book during my sabbatical this spring. I am asking for summer support to continue to work on the book and not teach a summer course. The book will be part of the Wiley Visual Imprint series “that combines Wiley’s expertise in creating top quality textbooks, rich visual resources and the content and teaching expertise of their authors”.  My vision is for non-science students to appreciate the physics of the world they live in and to recognize how important science is to their present and future lives. The textbook will emphasize visual learning, asking students to explore photographs, figures, and graphs that demonstrate physical principles.
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