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SUMMER GRANTS 2008
ABSTRACTS


Prof. Matthew Bell
Assistant Professor
Department of English
Project Title:  Out of the Closets and into Cyberspace:  Simulating the Gay Ghetto in the Internet Age
Abstract:  Gay liberation’s pioneers chanted, “Out of the closets and into the streets!”  What happens when the space of gay liberation is no longer urban America’s real streets, but the Internet’s simulated spaces, its “home” pages and email “addresses”?   This project will approach this broad topic by concentrating on a reading of a recent social phenomenon: the decline of the urban “gay ghetto,” the space so necessary to imagining a street-activist movement in the 1970s, amid the rise of a virtual gay community in Internet forums, blogs, and online dating services.  The project will involve a survey of recent queer studies scholarship concerning the Internet, a review of available data on urban gay populations, and close analyses of three exemplary websites


Barbara E. Bond, LICSW, EdD
Assistant Professor
Department of Social Work
Project Title:  Inflammatory Breast Cancer:  The Orphan Disease
Abstract:  The American Cancer Society estimates that 178,000 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer annually.  Estimates of between 1% and 5% of these women will be diagnosed with a more aggressive and less well understood form, inflammatory breast cancer (IBC).  Women are often unaware that breast cancer can present without a lump, but with a red rash and swollen breast.  Breast health literature fails to inform women about IBC’s presenting symptoms, and medical providers may fail to diagnose IBC accurately or promptly.  Women diagnosed with IBC face many challenges:  few clinical trials, no standard treatment protocol and a lack of support services tailored to their unique needs.  To date there is nothing in the literature which represents the stories of women with IBC.   This exploratory qualitative research project will enable women to tell their stories and experiences of being diagnosed, treated, and living with IBC. 

Learnings from this groundbreaking project will reflect the collective experience of a diverse group of women with IBC, told with the richness of their personal stories and treatment experiences.  This will present a valuable body of knowledge for both providers and researchers, deepening understanding not only of IBC, but potentially furthering appreciation of the experience of any patient with advanced cancer.  Articles written from this study will be submitted to peer-reviewed journals to help medical and social service clinicians understand the importance of informing women about IBC and its symptoms, as well as the challenges women with IBC face in obtaining accurate diagnoses, high quality treatment, and resources to help them live with this aggressive but little studied form of breast cancer.   More general articles will be submitted to lay publications to raise awareness of IBC with the public.  


Dr. Lydia Burak
Associate Professor and
Dr. Maura Rosenthal
Assistant Professor
Department of Movement Arts, Health Promotion & Leisure Studies
Project Title:  Examining and Predicting the Use of Exercise as a Form of Punishment or Behavior Management:  An Application of the Theory of Reasoned Action
Abstract:  Although the use of physical exercise as punishment or behavior management is widespread and has serious negative physical and psychological consequences, it has remained largely unexamined.  The purpose of this project is to systematically examine the intentions, beliefs and behaviors of physical education majors, many of whom intend to coach, teach physical education, or become trainers, regarding the use of exercise as punishment.  Many of these students’ own teachers and coaches have used exercise as punishment.  The study will use the conceptual framework of the Theory of Reasoned Action, and will test the validity of this model in predicting intentions to use exercise as punishment or behavior management. 

The method is survey research; surveys were administered to all PHED classes during the fall semester, 2007. The grant will enable us to code, enter and analyze the data, and write and submit papers to social psychology and/or physical education journals.  


Dr. Benjamin Carson
Assistant Professor
Department of English
Project Title:  Sovereignty, Separatism, and Survivance:  Ideological Encounters in the Literature of Native North America
Abstract:  Broad in its scope, Sovereignty, Separatism, and Survivance: Ideological Encounters in the Literature of Native North America explores rich and multi-faceted literary works by and about Native Americans from the “long” early American period to the present. What links these essays is a concern for the ways in which Native Americans have navigated, negotiated, and resisted dominant white ideology since the founding of the Republic. Importantly, these essays are historically situated and consider not only the ways in which indigenous peoples are represented in American literature and history, but pay much needed attention to the actual lived experiences of Native Americans inside and outside of native communities. Addressing cross-cultural protest, resistance to dominant white ideology, the importance to Natives of land and land redress, sovereignty, separatism, and cultural healing, this collection of essays contributes to our understanding of the discrepancy between ideological representations of native peoples and the real-life consequences those representations have for the ways in which indigenous peoples live out their daily lives. 
 

Dr. Sandra Ciocci
Professor and Coordinator
Department of Special Education & Communication Disorders
Project Title:  Sign Language “Storyreading” for Children Who are Deaf 
Abstract:  By age 18 years, typical deaf students score at about the fourth or fifth grade level on standard reading achievement tests.  With a current educational focus on the use of American Sign Language (ASL) in deaf education, there has been a surge in the presentation of children’s literature in ASL on video/DVD.  The focus of these videos/DVDs is on storytelling rather than on storyreading and, while the story’s illustrations are provided, the actual print of the story is not. This proposal is an initial effort to develop storyreading videos/DVDs for use with deaf children.   Following the accepted procedures of read-aloud and shared-reading practices, stories traditionally used to facilitate literacy development in hearing children will be “read” in sign language.  The “reading” of the story rather than the “telling” of the story, and the association of the print while “reading” would be the unique features of these materials.  

Dr. William J. Devlin
Assistant Professor
Department of Philosophy
Project Title:  Thomas Kuhn and the Nature of Truth
Abstract:  In his work, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Thomas Kuhn argues that science does not progress towards truth; rather, science operates under ‘paradigms’ in the sense that an accepted scientific viewpoint is a body of intertwined theoretical and methodological beliefs that delineate the relevant questions and problems for science to address.  Paradigms change over time, and these paradigms are ‘incommensurable’ insofar as one paradigm may not be completely translatable (not only linguistically, but metaphysically and perceptually) into another paradigm.  Since paradigms change and can be incommensurable, Kuhn maintains that changes in scientific theory does not indicate a progression towards truth.  While Kuhn’s philosophy of science has become critically famous for rejecting the notion of truth from science, this project proposes to show that Kuhn’s understanding of science ultimately requires a notion of truth in order for his philosophy of science to be consistent.  Further, I aim to provide a proper account of truth for Kuhn, which will allow him to say that science achieves knowledge of nature while, at the same time, science continues to operate under paradigms. 


Dr. Kathryn Evans
Assistant Professor
Department of English
Project Title:  Problems and Possibilities:  Reading and Writing Genres in Context (chapter 2)
Abstract:  Many first-year composition textbooks do not teach at the point of need or fully address issues of genre.  The proposed textbook outlined here would seek to address these problems by 1) teaching genre-specific rhetorical strategies, and 2) teaching them at the point of need.  The proposed book, a reader with a twist, would accomplish this by 

· featuring writing assignments (activities0 that teach genre-specific strategies at the point of need, as part of the actual writing prompt, and 
· providing an apparatus that would highlight how the rhetorical strategies use in each reading selection are genre-specific.


Dr. Anne Hird
Associate Professor
Department of Secondary Education & Professional Programs
Project Title:  Making Young Adult Literature with GLBT Content Accessible to Teens
Abstract:  Gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender/transsexual teens often experience a sense of isolation as they struggle to find peers and role models like themselves. Young adult literature, typically written for 10 to 17 year olds, offers teens a chance to identify with characters who face issues similar to their own. The book characters present strategies and solutions for coping with real-life problems. The number of books with GLBT content is slowly increasing, but it is difficult for teens to find these books. Self-conscious teens are reluctant to go to a separate section of the library or bookstore for GLBT books and uncomfortable asking for help finding books mixed in with the general collection.  The goal of my project is, first, to develop a contemporary booklist geared toward young adult readers, and, second, to provide a corresponding annotated bibliography for teachers, school and public librarians, and other adults working with teens.







Dr. Andrew Holman
Professor
Department of History
Project Title:  Hockey Despite Hitler: World War II and the Challenge to Hockey’s Global Divergence
Abstract:  This CART Summer Grant project (Summer I term 2008) will complete the research and writing of a 25-30 page book chapter entitled “Hockey Despite Hitler: World War II and the Challenge to Hockey’s Global Divergence.”  This chapter is of central importance to Part Two of the book that I am co-authoring (with Dr. Stephen Hardy, University of New Hampshire) entitled The Coolest Game? A Scholarly History of Ice Hockey.  The book is under contract for publication with the University of Illinois Press.  My grant period will be spent in undertaking three tasks: compiling and organizing primary and secondary source research already completed, completing my research of this subject, and writing the draft chapter.  I am wholly responsible for the research and writing of this chapter.  


Dr. Teresa King
Assistant Professor
Department of Psychology
Project Title:  The Influence of Body Image and Gender Roles on Health Behaviors 
Abstract:  The purpose of this research is to examine how body image and gender roles relate to health behaviors.  Research has demonstrated a strong association between body image and eating disorders.  In addition, the present investigator has published research examining body image and smoking.  The investigator aims to expand this research by examining a wide array of health behaviors including tobacco use, eating behaviors, exercise, drug and alcohol use, and sexual behaviors.  The influence of gender and gender roles will also be examined.  This represents a contribution to the literature for its inclusion of men, multiple health behaviors, and the examination of gender roles.  In order to examine these relationships, the investigator will statistically analyze data collected over the past two years with the specific objective of submitting a manuscript for publication. 


Dr. Michael A. Krol
Associate Professor
Department of Earth Sciences
Project Title:  Geochemistry of the Dillon Granite Gneiss: Implications for the Nature of Magmatism in the Ruby Mountains, Montana
Abstract:  The origin and tectonic nature of the Dillon granite gneiss has been the subject of debate for years.  This study will investigate the geochemical and microstructural nature of this regionally extensive body.  The goal is to characterize its chemistry and unravel the tectonic environment during emplacement ~2.5 billion years ago.  The two main questions that I will address are; 1) is the Dillon granite igneous or sedimentary in origin and, 2) what type of tectonic environment existed during its formation.  Deciphering between these models require refinement of current tectonics models that describe the evolution of proto-North America.  Field relations play a vital role in understanding the evolution of this region.  In conjunction with geochemistry, detailed microstructural analysis will be performed to provide insight into the post-emplacement tectonic history.  Collectively, this information will used to construct a more detailed and complete tectonic model then has previously been developed.


Dr. Shannon Lockard
Assistant Professor
Department of Mathematics & Computer Science
Project Title:  Random Vectors in the Quadratic Sieve
Abstract:  The study of random objects is a useful one in many applications and areas of mathematics. Randomness is commonly connected to statistics, where a population sample must be random in order for the conclusion from a survey or experiment to be valid. But the concept of randomness is finding its way into other areas of math. Many structures in mathematics have behaviors that are nearly random. We can take advantage of this fact to find results that would not be attainable by using a structure's rigorously defined properties and behaviors. In my dissertation, I considered randomly generated vectors and looked at the probability that the set of vectors produced had a certain interesting property. For this project, I plan to take the results from my dissertation, condense them to article form, and submit the article to a mathematical journal.


Dr. Emily A. Mann
Assistant Professor
Master of Social Work Program
Project Title:  First Placement of Children to Special Education from Kindergarten through 6th Grade:  
Effects of Race, Class, and Gender
Abstract:  Upon kindergarten entry, teachers have a unique opportunity to compare a range of children from different backgrounds on common metrics.  While some children will clearly express the skills necessary for learning at grade level, other children will be flagged for potential learning problems.  For some children, this means a standardized academic track.  For other students, time-limited special education will assist them with age appropriate tests and tasks.  For another subgroup of children, special education services will define their learning careers, with part- or full-time special education placements outside of the regular education classroom. The goal of all of these educational placements is to provide high quality services to all children regardless of their learning abilities.  The concern, however, is that some children, specifically minority and low-income children, will be flagged for services they do not need or services that will not benefit them. 

This study explores several predictors of special education, specifically the contribution of race, class, and gender on a child’s initial placement into special education. In the present study discrete-time survival analysis is utilized to explore the patterns of placement to special education in elementary school. In addition, the role of child gender, race/ethnicity, economic status and early cognitive skills on initial special education placements between kindergarten and 6th grade is examined. Two research questions are considered.  First, when do children in the NICHD SECCYD experience initial placement to special education from kindergarten to 6th grade? Second, does initial placement to special education between kindergarten and 6th grade differ as a function of the child’s minority status and gender, controlling for the family’s income-to-needs and the child’s early cognitive skills? This CART summer research grant focuses on completing a research paper on the patterns of special education placement so that it may be disseminated in a professional journal, at professional conferences, and within the BSC community. 


Dr. Laura McAlinden
Assistant Professor
Department of Philosophy
Project Title:  Constant Creation, Occasionalism, and the Principles of Natural Philosophy in the Young Leibniz
Abstract:  Some problems of causation in contemporary philosophy have foundations in the work of 17th Century philosophers, such as G.W. Leibniz (1646-1716).  He asked questions about causation we still ask today:  can we formulate, in general terms, the conditions under which one event causes another?  For the Christian faithful, such as Leibniz, one doctrine in particular, the constant reliance of all creation on God (constant creation), complicates causation issues.  For one, it raises the question about what the conditions for natural explanation might be, when God’s influence is a constant influence of the existence of the created world.  For another, it raises the question of whether there are any natural events that meet conditions for natural explanation.  I show that Leibniz carefully considered these questions in his very early years and arrived at answers that would inform his later views on related issues, such as the nature of created substance.


Dr. Rebecca C. Metcalf
Assistant Professor
Department of Mathematics & Computer Science
Project Title:  Making Sense of Video Data in Qualitative Research
Abstract:  In mathematics education research, the usefulness of video-taping semi-structured interviews in qualitative research has been well established in previous research.  With the increased use of video-taping, how to create transcripts that reflect the verbal and physical interaction that occurs during the interview process and how to make sense of this data has become an issue.  This project will begin by reporting on the ways qualitative researchers have created transcripts and analyzed video data in previous research.  The remainder of the project will describe the technique of writing flow transcripts, which I developed while writing my dissertation, and how these unique transcripts may be used in qualitative data analysis.   


Dr. Thomas Mickey
Professor
Department of Communication Studies
Project Title:  American Gardening:  The Role of the Nineteenth Century Industry 
Abstract:   I spent 2006 at the Smithsonian researching nineteenth century seed companies. The objective was to understand how public relations materials like seed catalogs chronicle the change in the view of the garden as an expression of a new middle class. I am now writing a book based on my notes from that material. I have finished five of the book’s eight chapters. The rest will be written by May. The purpose of the Summer Grant is to find and reproduce images for the book. Now I am more aware of what images I need for each chapter. I will travel to Washington to the archives of the Smithsonian and the National Agricultural Library as well as to Cornell University in Ithaca to select the images. These three sources are the most extensive collections of seed company catalogs. The completed book manuscript will be submitted September 1, 2008 to the publisher. 



Dr. Deborah Nemko
Assistant Professor
Department of Music
Project Title:  An Investigation into the Multi-Cultural Influences on the Piano Trio and Other Works for Piano in Ensemble by Maurice Ravel
Abstract:  Much research has been done concerning the other great musical impressionist, Claude Debussy, and his fusion of non-western traditions in his musical style but until recently little scholarship existed concerning Maurice Ravel and the undercurrent of Basque and non-western influences on his music.  This project will examine existing historical texts and letters by Ravel as well as study Basque musical traditions to more clearly define the degree to which the great French composer included Basque and other musical traditions in his compositional style.  By better understanding the influence of Basque and other traditions on this music, a more accurate performance can be produced.


Dr. David O’Malley
Assistant Professor
Department of Social Work 
Project Title:  Examining the Intersection of Immigration and Religious Pluralism in the New England Social Service Sector with the Goal of Improving Pedagogies and Service Delivery
Abstract:  Two major issues, religious pluralism and immigration, have historically and are  presently challenging professionals in the New England social service sector to respond with cultural competency.   The nuances of these two forces, religious pluralism and immigration, have changed over time and depend on a variety of social, economic and political factors from within and outside of the United States.  Immigration and religious pluralism are interrelated and interacting phenomena.  This research project seeks to explore, document, analyze and disseminate these interactions and interrelationships for the purpose of improving pedagogies and the delivery of social services.  This is an important part of the college’s mission in research, teaching and service.


Prof. Magaly Ponce
Assistant Professor
Department of Art
Project Title:  Video Sketchbook:  Documenting the Impact of English Education on Cape Verdian Music
Abstract:   I have been invited by the Museu Di Cultura in Praia, Cape Verde to visit the island and make art as part of a group interaction between interdisciplinary international and Cape Verdean artists. The purpose of this group interaction is to reveal changes in the Island's artistic practice due to sudden economic growth and pressure for globalization within the Islands. I plan to use the medium of video to record daily encounters in Cape Verde and to investigate the use of language in Cape Verdean music and culture, with an analytical eye towards the ongoing signs of globalization.  The results of this cross-cultural exploration will be presented in an art exhibition in Praia in June 2008.


Prof. John P. Sexton
Assistant Professor
Department of English
Project Title: In the Hand of God: Sanctuary, Sacred Space, and the Cult of the Saints
Abstract: This project will argue that the symbolic significance of sanctuary, which demonstrated undeniably the Church’s protective power, was naturally aligned with hagiographical literature (i.e., saint’s lives and related texts) in early medieval England. The project draws on recent work in literary and legal studies and religious history, but forges new ground in demonstrating the connection between the legal practice and religious traditions of sanctuary. Previous scholars of sanctuary have focused on the efficacy of sanctuary protection, its evolution within law codes, and the frequency and consequences of its violation. I will address sanctuary as it shaped and was shaped by the mentality of medieval Christians, particularly as they fashioned textual narratives that connected the privilege to individual or collective holy figures. The protection offered by churches and saints is dramatized in hagiography in such a way as to legitimate and reinforce church privileges in law. Medieval English sanctuary practice thus existed as a relationship between a legal tradition, a popular practice, and the religious literature in which both played a significant part. 


Dr. Julia Stakhnevich
Assistant Professor
Department of English
Project Title: South African Teachers' Language Practices and Attitudes: Indigenous Languages in the English Language Classroom
Abstract: I am requesting funds to complete the final stages of a qualitative study that explores South African teachers’ language attitudes as they pertain to pedagogical practices in schools where the majority of learners are isiZulu mother tongue speakers and the medium of instruction is English. The data for this project include teacher surveys, journals, interview transcripts, and ethnographic participant observation logs that were collected during the professional development workshop in the Pietermaritzburg area of KwaZulu-Natal in July of 2006. Because the data collection for the project has already been accomplished, I am asking to fund the final stages of the project, namely, the completion of data analysis and the writing process. The project will contribute to the debate on the validity of using indigenous languages for instructional purposes in the classroom where English is the official medium of instruction and will advance our understanding of current language attitudes among South African teachers working in multilingual contexts.


Dr. Nancy Witherell                
Professor & Chairperson
Department of Elementary & Early Childhood Education
Project Title:  Using Tiered Graphic Organizers to Differentiate Instruction in the Early Childhood Classroom
Abstract:  The goal of this creative project is to differentiate instruction for more effective teaching in the early childhood classroom.  The goal is to co-write a book that will aid students in grades one to three in organizing writing. The outcome will allow teachers to consider the needs of all students when writing various products in the early childhood classroom. The chapters will be divided into three sections, one explaining the use of tiered graphic organizers in draft writing, one sharing a model lesson and the third to include three graphic organizers. Using what is known as tiered instruction (leveled responses), each graphic organizer would be designed to the same outcome, but created at different levels of complexity to meet student need. This demands the creator design a criteria specific graphic organizer, recreate two similar graphic organizers at different levels of complexity and evaluate their usefulness. The resulting book will be published by Scholastic, Inc.
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