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BSU Students participating in Study Abroad/Exchange Programs

Financial Aid may be available to students who choose to participate in an exchange program or a study abroad program.  The aid that you may receive will depend on which type of program you are participating in, your financial need, as well as the date you submit your financial aid application materials.  Your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) should be received by the federal processing center no later than the March 1st priority deadline for that academic year to be considered a priority candidate for financial aid at Bridgewater State University.

The following information explains how we try to assist you with meeting the expenses of participating in a study abroad or exchange program.  Be sure to read the section which applies to you, and then submit the checklist and budget worksheet (attached) as soon as possible so that the financial aid staff can best meet your needs.

FOR STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN A FOREIGN EXCHANGE PROGRAM:

Students participating in an approved exchange program will be paying tuition and fees directly to BSU. Exchange programs.  You may receive most types of financial aid (depending on your eligibility), with the exception of Federal Work Study, while you are studying on the exchange program.

You may submit a “Study Abroad and Exchange Budget Worksheet” (attached) if you feel you will experience any unusual expenses while on exchange.  These expenses could include air fare/transportation costs, room and board, passport/visa, insurance, medical expenses, or any other program related expenses.  The form should be submitted directly to the Financial Aid Office and must include the financial aid checklist (attached) and documentation of expenses (i.e., receipt from travel agency, copy of program literature).

Once your financial aid is disbursed to your student account, Bridgewater State University will deduct any outstanding charges from your financial aid.  If you have any excess aid after billed charges are paid, the excess will be refunded to you to assist with your non-BSU expenses.

It is recommended that you submit a “Power of Attorney” form to the Student Account’s Office to ensure timely processing of your refund.  You should also let them know where you want the refund check to be mailed.  This will allow a family member or close friend to handle your financial affairs while you are away, and forward any excess funds directly to you if needed.  Remember that financial aid cannot be disbursed to your student account until after the add/drop period at the beginning of each semester.

FOR STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE NATIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM (NSE)
The National Student Exchange Program involves attending another college or university in the United States with which Bridgewater State University has an agreement.  There are different billing/payment options available for students.  Financial Aid is based on which payment option the student is assigned.

If you choose “Plan A”, you will pay the in-state tuition/fees to the host institution.  You will not receive your financial aid from Bridgewater State University for the semesters that you are paying the other school.  You must contact your host institution regarding their financial aid requirements if you are interested in receiving financial aid from them.

If you choose “Plan B”, you choose to pay Bridgewater State University for tuition/fees.  You will receive financial aid through BSU and should apply for aid as if you were attending this institution.

FOR STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN A STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM

Students participating in an approved study abroad program will be paying tuition and fees directly to the study abroad institution.  However, you may still receive most types of financial aid from Bridgewater State University (depending on your eligibility), with the exception of Federal Work Study and tuition waivers, while you are studying abroad.

You should submit a “Study Abroad and Exchange Budget Worksheet” (attached) to document your educational expenses for the time you will be participating in the study abroad program.  These expenses could include tuition/fees, air fare and/or transportation costs, room and board, passport/visa, insurance, medical expenses, or any other program related expenses.  Submit this form directly to the Financial Aid Office and include checklist (attached) and documentation to support your expenses (i.e., receipt from travel agency, literature from program).

You must also submit copies of the “Transfer of Credit” forms, showing approval for courses that you intend to take during your study abroad.  These forms are available in the Office of International and Exchange Programs.

Once the Financial Aid Office receives and reviews the above information, a financial aid award notice will be sent to the student.  The Financial Aid Office will also send a “Consortium Agreement” to your host institution, showing how much financial aid you will be receiving and when it will be disbursed.  You should contact your host institution directly to determine how expenses are to be paid (i.e., whether you have to pay up front, or whether the school will wait for your financial aid to be disbursed).  It is recommended that you contact them early to ensure that procedures are followed according to your host institution’s policies.

After the add/drop period at BSU, your financial aid will be disbursed to your student account.  If you have any balance owed at BSU, aid will first be applied to this balance.  If you do not have a balance at BSU, your aid will be refunded directly to you. You will receive a check from the college at your permanent home address, unless you request otherwise, directly from the Student Account’s Office.  It is recommended that you complete a “Power of Attorney” form, designating someone to operate on your behalf while you are away.  This person can cash the check and forward payment on to you or directly to your host institution.   This form must be notarized and Student Accounts should get an original copy.

It is highly recommended that you keep in close contact with the Financial Aid Office, as well as the Student Account’s Office, to be sure that your aid is processed in a timely fashion.  It is also recommended that you meet with a financial aid counselor prior to leaving for your study abroad if you have any questions or concerns regarding the handling of your financial aid.


Name: ____________________________________________ Banner ID# _________________

Please be sure to respond to each question and return this checklist to the Financial Aid Office.

1. Type of Program:  Please indicate which program you intend to participate in:
____  Exchange Program.  Provide the name and address of the institution:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____ National Student Exchange Program. Provide the name and address of the institution and the payment                   plan you will choose:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Payment Plan A ___ (You will pay the host institution’s Tuition/Fees)
Payment Plan B ___ (You will pay Bridgewater State University’s T/F)
____  Study  Abroad Program  (Provide the name and address of the Institution
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

2. Study Abroad and Exchange Budget Worksheet
This form is REQUIRED for all students who wish to have their additional study abroad or exchange expenses taken into consideration when their financial aid is reviewed.

Please check one of the following:
____ I will be participating in a study abroad or exchange program and have attached the Budget Worksheet    (along with documentation of expenses).
____ I will be participating in a study abroad or exchange program and have decided not to submit a Budget Worksheet.








3. Power of Attorney Form  
This form may be obtained in the Office of International and Exchange Programs.  It is used to allow the student to designate someone to act on his/her behalf while away.  This is helpful when it comes to handling your financial affairs and necessary signatures.  This form must be notarized.

____ I have attached a copy of the Power of Attorney Form.  I gave the original to the BSU Student Accounts             Office.
____ I have elected not to appoint a Power of Attorney.

4.  Transfer of Credit Forms:  
These forms are obtained in the Office of International and Exchange Programs and are required of all study abroad students.

___ I will be doing a study abroad program and have attached copies of all Transfer of Credit Forms or s	ubmitted them to the International Office.
___ I will be doing an exchange program and I am not required to submit the Transfer of Credit Forms.

5.  Will you be receiving any additional scholarship/grant money (not including your BSU Financial Aid Package) to help you with this trip? _______________ (attach documentation)

If so, please indicate the source, type of monies and the amount:
Source: ______________________________________________
Type (scholarship, grant, etc?) ____________________________
Amount: _____________________________________________

6.  Please indicate the approximate date (including year) that you will be leaving on your study abroad/exchange experience: ____________________________

7. I will be participating in the exchange/study abroad program for the following semester (s):
(please indicate year)   Fall 20__   Spring 20__

8.  Please indicate your e-mail address while away: __________________________________


Student’s Signature ______________________________________  Date _____________________

Please return the above checklist, along with all attached documents to:

Bridgewater State University					
Office of Financial Aid
Attention: Cynthia Sweeney
Tillinghast Hall
Bridgewater MA 02325

Bridgewater State University
Financial Aid Office
Study Abroad and Exchange Budget Worksheet


Name: _____________________________________  Social Security #: ____________________

Amounts must be in U.S. Dollar Amounts
Please attach documentation for each item selected.


Tuition and Fees to be paid to host institution:		$_______________________________

Room and Board:					$_______________________________

Air Fare:						$_______________________________

Ground Transportation:	(from airport to school) 		$_______________________________

Health Insurance:					$_______________________________
(If additional health insurance is required)

Medical Supplies (prescriptions, etc.)			$_______________________________
(Medical supplies required due to traveling abroad)

Passport/Visa						$_______________________________

Other required expenses attach documentation
  Type of Expense: __________________________
		    __________________________
                                 __________________________   TOTAL $______________________________

(If more room is needed please use other side)

Please note: If required documentation is not attached, the Financial Aid Office will not be able to consider these expenses when determining your financial aid award.  This form should not be submitted without appropriate documentation.



Student’s Signature: _________________________________________ Date: _______________
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