FAQ

(Frequently Asked Questions about Student Teaching)
How will my practicum be evaluated?

There are two types of evaluation that occur in a typical student teaching experience: 1. Evaluation for MA Department of Education (MA DOE) Licensure using DOE forms and assessments (see Practicum Evaluation section of this handbook to find out more about forms and evaluation instruments).

2. Evaluation for the practicum course using BSC faculty/departmental assessment tools (e.g. “the grade” given for the practicum course).  Supervising Practitioners (cooperating teachers) have a greater responsibility for the first type of student teaching evaluation which involves the use of tools, forms and rating scales mandated by the MA DOE.

Which calendar should I follow, BSC’s or my school calendar?

Once the student teaching semester has begun (usually the first day of day of college classes in the fall or spring semester), you are required to follow the calendar of your placement school.  During the spring semester, you will observe February and April vacations in lieu of BSC’s traditional spring break in March.  Also, if your school is closed due to inclement weather or for some other type of emergency, you will observe that closing instead of the BSC class cancellation postings.  A complete practicum calendar is available on the School of Education and Allied Studies web site.

What are the hours that I am expected to keep during my practicum?

You are expected to observe the regular schedule for teachers in your building.  At the very least, you are expected to arrive 20 minutes before your students and leave 20 minutes after your students have exited the building.  You can be asked to stay later for faculty meetings, planning, parent conferences and other types of professional obligations typically expected of inservice teachers.

What do I do if I believe that my Supervising Practitioner and I are not a “good fit”?

While it’s not always possible to find the perfect match in terms of personality and style between student teachers and their assigned supervising practitioners, if there are serious concerns regarding the quality of supervision being received in the field, student teachers should discuss these concerns with their assigned program supervisor (BSC faculty member).  The program supervisor acts as a liaison between you and your supervising practitioner.  
Who do I talk to if I have concerns about the level of supervision I am receiving from my assigned BSC faculty member?

Your assigned program supervisor is the instructor of your practicum course, therefore you should follow regular BSC course policies and procedures.  Always start by speaking with your faculty supervisor first – if your issue remains unresolved, you may then submit a written appeal to the chairperson of your education department. 
Why do early childhood and special education student teachers only spend 8 weeks in their student teaching placement?

This question is asked all the time in our placement office.  Early childhood and special education students are required by state regulation to complete two types of placements in order to be eligible for their specific licenses.  According to current licensing regulations, candidates seeking an early childhood license must spend part of their practicum in a pre-kindergarten-kindergarten placement and the remainder of their practicum in a grades 1-2 placement.  At least one of these two settings must include children with disabilities.  Likewise, candidates seeking a special education license must distribute their practicum hours between an inclusive general education setting and a separate or substantially separate setting for students with disabilities.  In addition to the licenses listed above, candidates seeking “all levels” licenses such as health, music, theatre, dance and instructional technology are also required to complete their practica hours at two different developmental levels (prek-6, 5-8 or 8-12).  Therefore, the BSC field experience office must seek two placements that meet these criteria within the 16-week practicum semester.

How long after the completion of my practicum will I receive my license?

The BSC licensure office in conjunction with the Office of Career Services hosts a workshop for student teachers each semester.  Instructions and information regarding applying for your teaching license, setting up a credential file, attending job fairs and interviewing tips and strategies are covered during this half-day workshop.  The current turnaround time between eligibility and application for a MA DOE teaching license and actually receiving a license in the mail is approximately 8-12 weeks.

What do I do if I’m asked to serve as a substitute teacher during my practicum?

You can find detailed information regarding the college’s substitute teaching policy in this handbook.  The most important issue is to preserve the primary purpose of the practicum as a learning experience for preservice teachers.  The substitute teaching policy, while not completely prohibiting student teachers from serving as substitutes, does serve to prevent exploitation of BSC students during their practicum experience.

