BSC PARENT ASSOCIATION
DECEMBER 3, 2008
MEETING MINUTES

The meeting was held in the Dunn Room of Crimson Hall.

1. Diane Barletta, Association President introduced BSC President Dr. Dana Mohler-Faria, saying that great people do great things for great leaders.
2. Dr. Mohler-Faria addressed the meeting, making the following points.  The more involved we are as members of our community, the stronger the institution is.  It is critical to educate our students to their maximum potential.  He has never felt better about the quality of education at BSC.  We are a very strong institution.  Our students are realizing successes.  We cannot afford to let this institution slide back due to economic difficulties.  We had to reduce our appropriation by $2 million this fall.  We decided not to raise student fees this fiscal year, but are planning for a 12% reduction in budget next year.  How to do that without raising fees significantly, laying off staff, or reducing programs is a problem keeping him up nights.  We went through this in 2001-2002 and began then to plan for the next recession.  He will not go to the Board asking for a fee increase that exceeds 5%.  How do we use this period of time to find out what matters most on this campus?  The $100 million Science Building is going forward despite state cuts in other projects.  Additions to residence halls will open in the fall with 300 more beds.  Admission are up, 1700 applied for early admission as compared to 800 the year before.  In the last 6 years, we increased faculty to 308 from 251.  We have a record number of students involved in civic engagement and more full-time undergraduate international students then ever.  We must continue to move forward.
3. Minutes of the October meeting were approved as printed.
4. Association Vice President Annette Slattery presented the budget report as of November 25.  Scholarship Fund$97,444.62
Fund Raising
    1,217.04

5. Association President Diane Barletta explained the need for Emergency Fund/Scholarship donations.  Envelopes are on the tables.  If everyone could do even a little bit, the students will be very appreciative.  Many have a difficult time without some help                                                                           

6. Gael DeIuliis, Student Affairs Event Coordinator spoke regarding the Selection Committee for the Parent Association scholarship.  This is one of the more popular scholarships out of more than 100 listed on the database.  Encourage your students to go to the website.  Become familiar with what is available.  They have until February 13 to apply.  She asked parents to become involved in the process of making selections.  We need 3 to 5 parents willing to help screen scholarships for juniors and returning seniors.  Parents of freshmen and non-returning seniors should serve on the committee.  The staff and faculty first screen 50 to 80 applications and rank them.  The top 15 to 20 will be sent by mail to the parents who participate in the selection process.  The application will be anonymous.  The process needs to be done by the first or second week of March.  You can respond by email.  
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7. Guest speaker Christina McCauley, Assistant Director of Student Programs, spoke on the subject “How can students get more involved in campus life?”  The approach of her department is to keep students occupied and engaged in ways they can use during their careers.
“There is nothing to do on campus.”  Over 200 programs have been run by the students since September, including every weekend.

“There is nothing that I want to do on campus.”  There are over 80 groups and organizations, with 20 new ones started this year.  A group may request a new organization.

“I haven’t looked for anything to do on campus.”  Every fall, we have an Involvement Fair with every organization represented.  Ask fellow students.  Announcements go out via email daily.  Faculty members look for help researching.  There are internships.  The new Involvement Network at www.Bridge.edu/IN has an upcoming events calendar.  All organizations are listed, with descriptions of each.

8. Diane Barletta and Gael DeIuliis spoke regarding upcoming meetings.  Next meeting is Wednesday, February 11, 2009.  Suggestions are always welcome.  We need ideas to offer meals in a more affordable way.  Current dinners cost $10 to $15 each.  Pizza would cost about $8.  We have to pay for people who register but don’s show up.  Suggestions so far are:

A. Dessert and coffee with after dinner with your student using a dining hall guest pass.
Meeting to start at 6:30

B. Wraps or pizza.  Dinner at 6:00, meeting at 6:30

C. Contributions by parents to pay for dinner
It was suggested to combine B and C and ask for a contribution of half the cost of the meal.

9. Questions for Parent Ambassadors:

10. Current resident students who want to continue housing next year must pay a deposit by the first Friday in February.  Letters regarding this began to go out last week.


Respectfully submitted


Richard W. Tingblad


Secretary

