BSC PARENT ASSOCIATION
FEBRUARY 2009
MEETING MINUTES

The meeting was held in the Dunn Room of Crimson Hall.

1. Diane Barletta, Association President greeted the parents.
2. Minutes of the December meeting were approved as printed.
3. Association Vice President Annette Slattery presented the budget report as of November 25.  

Scholarship Fund
$94,532.17









Fund Raising
    1,217.04

4. Association President Barletta explained the results of the poll taken at the December meeting regarding the meal at meetings.  Suggestions were:

A. Dessert and coffee with after dinner with your student using a dining hall guest pass.

Meeting to start at 6:30

B. Wraps or pizza.  Dinner at 6:00, meeting at 6:30

C. Contributions by parents to pay for dinner

D. 
Combine B and C and ask for a contribution of half the cost of the meal.

Overwhelmingly, the parents favored scaling down the meal and asking for contributions.  This will not affect us until the fall.  There will be communication prior to that.

5. Mary Lou Frias, Senior Director of Health & Counseling spoke.  When students have nutrition issues, referral can be made to Health Services.   Body image issues are handled clinically, many insurance plans cover nutritionists.  Food allergies are a huge issue and students can receive help to manage these.  Eating disorders are ongoing life issues and not solved in a few visits.  We have an approach that helps students create a safely net that can extend outside college.  Educational issued are handled by peer educators who help students make good choices. Students respond well to another student.  A Weight Watchers’ program is under consideration for students in the evening.
6. Gail Rotundi, Operations manager of Sodexho stated that menus are online.  They also accept referrals from health Services to tailor menus.  The student works with the chef.  Ingredients and nutrition information are posted.  Their biggest challenge is getting the information to the students.  Balance: Mind, Body & Soul allows students to access information about nutrition on the website.   Visit wwwbridgewaterdining.com or www.balancemindbodysould.com
7. Association President Barletta called for formal officer nominations for 2009-2010.  The positions of Vice President and of Secretary are open.  Nominations can be made on the website bridgew.edu/parents or on the paper form on tables tonight.  The ballot will be available in April both at the meeting and online.
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8. Ambassadors answered questions and clarified policies.
Financial Aid deadline for FAFSA is March 1.  This week is Financial Aid Awareness Week with contests and prizes, which include a scholarship.

Residence Life and Housing reported that applications for Residence Assistant are open until March 5.  This position carries a stipend, but not free room and board.  The department will be closed March 6-15.  Room selection for next year starts March 2.  It is done online.  Upper class can choose “same room signup” and stay where they are.  Next year’s seniors pick first.  Parents should remind students to stay calm and be realistic.  Students should attend the information night and can come to the office to make sure their online registration went through.
Food Services reported that they are working on a third meal plan for students who eat at BSC all the time.  Dining dollars are only for one semester and must be used first and renewed the following semester.  This is different from flex dollars.
9. President Diane Barletta noted that comment cards are on the tables for future topics.

10. Next meeting will be April 8.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard W. Tingblad

Secretary

