BSC PARENT ASSOCIATION
October 9, 2007

MEETING MINUTES

The meeting was held in the newly completed Crimson Hall.

1. Association President Michelle Scribner introduced BSC president Dr. Dana Mohler-Faria.  He noted that Crimson hall represents where BSC is going.    There is a focused vision of academic excellence and a quality of life on campus that is second to none.  When you see a residence hall like this one, you understand that we are not simply a “state college,” we are an academic institution that strives for excellence.  Whatever students do on this campus, they do it with a sense of pride, and with the knowledge that BSC cares about them.  The way we measure that, is to see what is happening to the students.   They are working toward becoming good employees, good leaders, and good citizens.  Due to the new core curriculum at BSC, in one year the percentage of freshmen on Dean’s List rose from 16% to 22%. 
He thanked the Parent Association for all the money we have raised and all that we do.  Governor Patrick has filed a capital bond bill which will allow BSC to construct an $88 million Science Building, due to be completed by fall of 2010.  This is the top project in the state.  BSC will be adding 150 beds to Pope and Scott Halls, and renovating two dining halls, as well as playing fields.  There will also be an addition to Hunt Hall.  This is a wonderful time for your sons and daughters to be at BSC. 

In answer to questions from the audience, President Mohler-Faria replied that legislation has been introduced to change from Bridgewater State College to Bridgewater State University.  This will allow engaged student learning as well as the ability to offer PhDs.  

On the subject of fees, he stated that Massachusetts is 48th or 49th in per-capita spending for public education.  The 29 public institutions have all had to raise fees of the last several years.  BSC has committed to only raising fees 3% or the rate of inflation every year.  We are taking a portion of that money and setting it aside to cushion increases in the future.

On the town finances in Bridgewater, Dr. Mohler-Faria replied that BSC has relied on town medical and fire response in the past.  When fiscal problems hit the town, and one official announced that “people will die,” BSC purchased its own ambulance, hired our own EMTs, and contracted with private ambulance companies.  BSC will be the first responder on this campus.  We will not compromise student safety.
On his work in the Governor’s Council, he stated that this unpaid position takes up 50-60 hours of his time each week, but he does it in the interest of public education. 

2. Brian Salvaggio, Vice President for Student Affairs introduced the Association officers and the Parent Ambassadors.  The Ambassadors represent a variety of departments at the college, and are present at each meeting so that parents may get to know them and ask questions.

3. Association President Michelle Scribner called for a motion to accept the minutes of the April Meeting.  They were accepted unanimously.

4. Association Vice President Diane Barletta reported on finances.  
Scholarship Fund 
$134,988.08

Fundraising Account
         479.04

5. Gael DeIuliis, Student Affairs, and Coordinator of Special Events, explained that Parent and Family Day will be October 27.  Fliers were sent out in the mail.  Registrations are coming in fast and furiously.  It is especially vital to sign up within the next week for the President’s Breakfast.  Confirmations will be sent by the end of this week. The silent auction is being set up the night before (October 26) and needs volunteers.  This project funds the fundraising account which pays for grants for student related programs and projects.  Brian Salvaggio noted that although there are some fundraising activities the primary purpose of the Parent Association is to communicate to parents and to provide a forum for parent feedback about how we are doing.
6. Dr. Julia Davis spoke on International Programs, and although the computer was uncooperative, she presented a slide show which was worth waiting for.  

Students may travel for 2-4 weeks during term breaks with a BSC faculty leader to foreign countries of foreign cultures (which may include places within the United States).  They will earn 3 BSC academic credits.  Scholarships are available for qualified students, or they can use financial aid.  For 2008, the following destinations are planned:  Moorea French Polynesia to study economics, Japan to study art, China for management, New York City for art, Tanzania for art, Cape Verde for geography, Jordan for communication, or England for Bridgewater at Oxford.

There are also longer, semester or academic year Exchange programs.  One may pay BSC tuition and fees. Brazil, Canada, England, Hong Kong, Ireland, Japan, or Jordan are destinations.  Within the National Student Exchange, students can go to another US state or territory.

Students may study abroad for a semester or academic year in almost any country in the world.  Safety is a priority.  Students do not have to fluent in the language.  Most popular countries are Australia, Spain, and Italy.  They take electives in English and study the local language.  Financial aid applies, and there are some scholarships available. This looks good on future resumes.  

Mostly juniors and seniors participate.  Freshmen are not allowed to do so in their first semester.  Education majors need to participate early as their senior years are busy.  Students should plan at least a year ahead.  On the BSC website look for Bridgewater/International.

7. Michelle Scribner announced that the next Parent Association meeting will be December 5 at Crimson Hall.  Book Store discounts of 20% will be available again this year.  She asked for suggestions for future topics and speakers.  

8. The meeting was adjourned and followed by a tour of Crimson Hall with Beth Moriarty.



Respectfully submitted,



Richard W. Tingblad


Secretary

