BSC PARENT ASSOCIATION
APRIL 11, 2007
MEETING MINUTES

1. President Mae Curran welcomed the parents, and introduced Nancy Kleniewski, Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs, who spoke on University status.  Discussion has gone on for more than ten years, beginning under President Tinsley.  The college has 3 schools:  Arts and Sciences, Education, and Business.  Graduate programs have expanded, due to a demand in this region.  Dr. Tinsley’s vision is that BSC would become a special kind of university – a teaching university with small classes.  Last year, President Mohler-Faria was informed by legislators that they would be introducing legislation for BSC to gain university status.  All state colleges will have the opportunity to become universities if the legislation passes.  The evolution has been normal school, state teachers’ college, state college, and university is the next step.  In 45 of the 50 states, state colleges have become state universities.  
What would change if BSC chooses to become a university:  1. Doctorates can be conferred (education, social work, maybe one or two others)  2.  It would appeal to students from (for example) California and Canada where all four-year institutions are universities.   
What would not change:  1.  The emphasis on teaching rather than research.  2.  Small classes  3.  Size of the student body, which is about  9,600 now would only increase by about 1,500.  4.  The emphasis on faculty who care about students.  5.  Undergraduates will not be abandoned.  6.  Fees would only rise by about 3%, as they have for the past several years.  Fees go to BSC, tuition goes to the State.  If BSC is allowed to retain tuition as well, it may be combined with fees.
2. Minutes of the February 7, 2007 meeting were accepted as printed.
Michelle Scribner, Vice President presented the budget

Scholarship Fund
$134,988.08
Fundraising

         629.04

Brian Salvucci requested an allocation of funds for the new association president to attend the Chairman’s Dinner.  This was voted.

3. Margarida Vieira, Director, Administrative Services, addressed the meeting on the subject of the new meal plan.  There will be four dining halls by fall of 2007.  Residents Plan A will be 210 meals, 210 dining dollars, and 5 guest meals for $1,490 per semester.  Plan B will be 75 meals, 500 dining dollars, and 5 guest meals for $1,450 per semester.  One plan or the other is mandated for residents.
In addition to the above, commuters and apartment residents can choose Plan C which is 15 meals, 200 dining dollars for $300 per semester.  New in 2007-08 will be the option to use plans in all dining halls, longer hours, increased variety, and increased flexibility.  Students sign up for meal plans each semester, and can change within the first five days.  They may sign up online or using a hard copy.  Also new is that flex dollars may be added to the Student Accounts bill if purchased before 8/15/07.  Flex dollars can be used in certain places off campus as well as on campus.  Commuters can always use flex dollars, and do not need a meal plan. 
4. Gael DeIuliis explained that $4,850 in scholarship funds were awarded.  There were 49 applicants, which is the strongest she has seen.  She thanked those who helped screen the applications.  With approval of the officers of the Association, $150 was added to the fund from the budget, in order to award five $1,000 scholarships.  Recipients were Jennifer Duarte, Alison Gugliotta, Michele Lyons, Stephanie Pierce, and Victor Ramirez.

5. Gael DeIuliis requested volunteers for Family Orientation.  All in attendance were given a form to fill out.  Dates are Mondays and Thursdays, June 4, 7, 11, 1 4, 18, and 24.  Hours are:  8-9 a.m. for greeting, and 12-1 for luncheon.  Also volunteers are needed for the Fundraising Committee.  The Family Orientation Committee will be emailing a survey to parents.
6. Michelle Scribner explained the election process which will employ a ballot with biographies of the candidates.  Results will be emailed.

Thank you to those who attended the meeting this past Wednesday evening and participated in the election for 2007-2008 Parent Association Officers. The election results are as follows:
 Vice President – Diane Barletta
Secretary – Richard Tingblad
Margaret McMahon – Fundraising Chair
 The association’s president, Mae Curran, will step down from her position at the end of the academic year making way for the vice president, Michelle Scribner, to step into the position. On behalf of the parent association members, parent ambassadors and staff from the Office of Student Affairs, we would like to thank Mae for her leadership and commitment to the association this past year. We look forward to her continued support and involvement with the association’s fundraising efforts and outreach opportunities.  Congratulations to the 2007-2008 officers! 
7. Brian Salvaggio announced that the Parent Relation Task Force is working to increase and improve communication with parents.

8. He presented Certificates of Appreciation to the following:  

Mae Curran, outgoing Association President 

Michelle Scribner, outgoing Vice-President and President-elect

Richard Tingblad, Secretary

Margaret McMahon, Fundraising Chairperson

Deborah Rock, Fundraising Committee

Doris Murray, College Liaison

Diana Barlette, Annette, Slattery, Rosalina Santos of the Scholarship Committee
Mr. Salvaggio thanked everyone for their involvement this year and we be kept informed over the summer.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Tingblad

Secretary

