Parent Association Meeting

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Dunn Conference Room, Crimson Hall

Dinner: 6:00-6:30 pm

Meeting: 6:30-7:30 pm

Meeting Minutes  
I. Parent Association President, Dana Holmberg calls meeting to order and reminds families that the e-board is looking to update the Parent Association bylaws to include parent advisors.  Parents would have an opportunity of becoming more involved with the Parent Association, but without making the commitment of an executive board member.  E-board will meet in January and report out at next Parent Association meeting.  Dana made a motion to accept the minutes from September 26, 2011 meeting.
II. Vice President, Marie Forsberg reports on budget.  We made a total of $340.00 in donations during Family Day/Homecoming, which puts our emergency fund total at $1645.53.  The scholarship fund total is $125,119.46.  Marie will be stepping down as Vice President of the BSU Parent Association as her daughter is graduating.  The position will remain vacant until next election.

III. Gael Deluliis addressed the upcoming scholarship deadlines, scholarship database on BSU homepage, and the Parent Association scholarship award.  The PA scholarship fund awards $5000.00 annually (five $1000.00 scholarships).  We are looking for parents of freshman and outgoing seniors to volunteer to help us narrow down applications.  Interested parents should fill out the comment card, or contact Gael (or a PA e-board member).  Remind your students that the deadline is February 10th and notification to follow March break.
IV. Dana returns to podium and shares personal experiences volunteering on the scholarship selection committee:  helps you to understand what the school is looking for when they select recipients.  

V. GUEST SPEAKER:  David Tillinghast, Chief of Police, BSU Police Department.  Website:  http://www.bridgew.edu/Police.  Contact number:  508-531-6140.  The Chief provided attendees with a copy of his Semesterly Update for December Meeting of the Parent Association, which included information on Incidents this Semester, Public Access Defibrillation, and Police Department Webpage Update.  
a. Last few weeks have shown a spike in high profile cases, but we are not seeing a trend of violent incidences or a model for campus.

b. BSU Police Department are responding quickly to every incident, and meeting these challenges head-on and keeping the community informed.

c. Public Access Defibrillation (PAD) are AEDs, and Police Department have set a goal of having one available in every building on campus—“become as common as fire extinguishers”—and are providing training.

d. Parent QUESTION 1:  How do students in the Criminal Justice program get involved in internships with the campus police department?  ANSWER:  Recruited by CJ; however, you may contact a member of the BSU Police Department.  There are less formal opportunities like drive-alongs and court experiences.

e. Parent QUESTION 2:  Regarding the recent incidences…ANSWER:  They are random.  We have not experienced this in the past or with this frequency.  They do not seem to be related, although several have been threats.  Community is notified by email when incidents occur.

f. Parent QUESTION 3:  Do you know the average wait time for the security escort?  ANSWER:  15 minutes.  Additional busses/vans have been activated, but this time of year (cold, rain) more students are requesting a safety escort, which keeps the wait to 15 minutes.  Students should wait in a public, well-lit area, or in their car with the lights on.

g. Parent QUESTION 4:  Can you post safety alert bulletins on the BSU Police Department Website?  ANSWER:  All safety alert bulletins go out to the community via campus email and next day in announcements.  All safety alert bulletins are posted on Police Department Website for 90 days.  A supervisor is on duty 24/7 if you need to contact the police department.

h. Parent QUESTION 5:  What are some challenges you see in the future with BSU becoming more of a residential environment?  ANSWER:  The number of resident students who invite guest.  Guests aren’t beholden to BSU rules.

i. Parent QUESTION 6:  Parking is a problem for commuters.  What is the plan?  ANSWER:  This year there is a lot of construction, which takes away from parking.  Garage is near completion and will accommodate 841 vehicles.  We do have ample parking, but it may not be convenient.  Long-term plan is that parking will be farther away form campus—around the periphery.  

VI. Dana returns to podium.  Ambassador Beth Moriarty, Resident Housing, reminds families that campus closes for winter break on December 23, 2011 and non-refundable housing deposits of $300.00 are due by March 9, 2012.  Gael reminds parents to “like” us on Facebook, and Dana informs families that our next meeting is set for February 15, 2012 in RCC (Room 104) and will include a guided tour of the Science building.
Meeting adjourns.
