Parent Association Meeting
Monday, September 26, 2011

Dunn Conference Room, Crimson Hall

Dinner: 6:00-6:30 pm

Meeting: 6:30-7:30 pm

Meeting Minutes
I. Brian Salvaggio, Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs, began the meeting by giving an overview of how the meetings are run: dinner from 6:00-6:30 pm with the meeting immediately following from 6:30-7:30 pm. 

a. Introductions of the Parent Ambassadors who were seated at the tables with Parent Association families.  Ambassadors, all BSU staff members, volunteer to join families at dinner to answer questions.  They represent a variety of areas. 
i. Mary Lou Frias, Health  & Counseling Services

ii. Jenny Shanahan, Undergraduate Research

iii. Diane Place, Financial Aid

iv. Beth Moriarty, Residence Life & Housing

v. Katie Munroe, Career Counselor at Career Services

vi. Beth Goad, Campus Center; Commuter Services
vii. Sue Diniz, Parking & Connect Card

viii. Mike Storey, Athletics

b. Also introduced were members of Brian’s staff who work with parent relations: Gael DeIuliis (Event Coordinator), Doris Murray, Anthony Ervin, and Jen Coutu (Student Affairs, Office Assistant).

c. Brian read a statement from Arthur Goldstein, Dean of College of Science and Mathematics who was unable to attend meeting.  Dean Goldstein is excited about the new science building and says one of the best things about it is the way is it designed with students in mind—for small class sizes, no more than 16 students.  New building comparable to Ivy League schools, and is well-equipped.  Dean Goldstein will open the new science building for tours on Family Day/Homecoming 2011.

d. Introduction of the Parent Association Executive Board.

i. Dianne Appleman, Advancement Liaison

ii. Rachel Thackston-Dodge, Secretary

iii. Marie Forsberg, Vice President

iv. Dana Holmberg, President

II. Dana Holmberg, President of the PA Executive Board welcomed back vice-president, Marie Forsberg for the fall semester.  Dana explained how she became involved in the Parent Association, citing it as a way to “better understand how the university operated, to find out the opportunities available to students…meet new parents, networking…fun and enjoyable, and a way to support our sons and daughters.”    
a. Four meetings are held over the course of the academic year.

b. Important resources to help parents connect to what is going on at the university.

i. Website: www.bridgew.edu/Parents
ii. Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BSUParents 


iii. Family E-News: http://www.bridgew.edu/Parents/Summer11.pdf 
c. Ideas for adding an Advisory Board to Parent Association
i. 3-4 parents who want to get more involved in Parent Association, but do not want to serve in a role on the Executive Board.
ii. Attend meetings with Executive Board one-hour prior to meetings.

III. Dana presented April 2011 minutes and requested a quorum for approval.  April 2011 meeting minutes were approved.  Dana asked parents to familiarize themselves with the bylaws.
IV. Marie reported that the scholarship fund is currently at $125,119.46.  The fundraising account is currently at $1,302.53.  

V. Gael discussed Family Day/Homecoming Day for Saturday, October 22, 2011.  

a. Begins with President’s Breakfast.  This event closes, so parents should sign up as soon as possible.

b. Other events include a tour of the new science building, trolley tours, Family Bingo, mini golf, and a comedian/magician.

c. PA participates by hosting a table/event.  This year, we will be joining the First Year Experience at Boyden Quad hosting mini golf.  We are hoping to meet new parents and invite them into the Parent Association.  If you are interested in volunteering, whether for a half-hour or an hour, contact Gael.

d. Marie added that the mini golf event would be from 11:00-2:00 pm.  Great way to get involved and meet new parents.  We are looking to build our emergency fund (fundraising account).  
VI. Dianne discussed fundraising, explaining that it is divided into two sections: Scholarship fund in which Dianne will work in collaboration with the Advancement Office at BSU, and the fundraising account.  Dianne is looking for parents to contact her regarding ways to increase the fundraising account (i.e. fundraising ideas).

VII. Brian introduced three BSU deans to talk about their colleges:

a. Anna Bradfield, College of Education and Allied Studies

b. Marian Extejt, Ricciardi College of Business

c. Rita Miller, College of Humanities and Social Services

VIII. Brian thanked the college deans, and Dana returned to close out the meeting.  A reminder that the Internship and Job Fair is scheduled for October 13, 2011 in RCC was given.  Katie added that students should be dressed professionally, and for further information visit the Career Services website.

IX. Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 6, 2011.  The college bookstore will have extended hours (open till 8:00 pm), and is offering a 20% discount on holiday shopping.

X. Be sure to visit http://www.facebook.com/BSUParents and “like” us!  Let the PA Executive Board know if you are interested in joining the Advisory Board, volunteering at an event or with fundraising, or if you have a suggestion for a future guest speaker.
