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“To succeed jump as      
quickly at opportunities 
as you do conclusions” 
 

-Benjamin Franklin- 

Upcoming Events 

 Save the Date: Annual MPA dinner- May 4, 2009 
o Details to follow 

 Save the Date: MPA Accreditation Celebration 
o Date: Monday, December 7, 2009 
o Time: 5:30 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. 
o Location: Dunn Conference A&B  

 
Employment Opportunity 

 
Director, Metro West Growth Management Committee 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council  
 
The Metro West Growth Management Committee (MWGMC), a coalition 
of Metro West communities addressing issues that transcend our 
municipal borders, seeks a Director.   MWGMC also serves as a sub-
region of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council. The Director provides 
leadership to a nine-community alliance promoting inter-municipal 
cooperation and guiding regional growth and change.   MWGMC focuses 
on issues such as land use, transportation, municipal governance, 
mitigation of development impacts, and coordination of regional 
services.  Director will coordinate committee meetings, oversee public 
forums, and serve as the agency‟s lead representative with the public, 
government officials, and the media.  Minimum 3 years experience 
with planning, public administration, or related field; Master‟s Degree 
in such field preferred.  Supervisory or team leadership experience 
preferred.  Excellent communication skills, confidence and 
resourcefulness in public and political setting needed. Full-time 
position with excellent state employee health, vacation and retirement 
benefits (beginning salary up to $60,000, commensurate with 
experience).  Flex time option negotiable.  The position remains open 
until filled.  PLEASE SEE COMPLETE POSITION DESCRIPTION ON THE 
MAPC WEB SITE.  All candidates must have legal authorization to work 
in the USA.  Please send cover letter and resume to 
Thauenstein@mapc.org.   
 

http://www.bridgew.edu/PoliSci/
mailto:Thauenstein@mapc.org
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Center for Legislative Studies 

 Former Governor Michael Dukakis visits BSC 

On Wedesday, October 21, 2009,  Michael Dukakis, Former 

Massachusetts Governor and Former US Presidential Nominee, 

discussed the historical and current issues surrounding the national 

healthcare debate. Governor Dukakis‟ presentation was sponsored by 

the Center for Legislative Studies as part of its distinguished speaker 

series. 

A luncheon was held on campus at the CART Conference Room for 

Governor Dukakis. Present at the lunch was President Dana Mohler-

Faria, Provost and Vice President of academic affairs Howard London, 

and administrative assistant of academic affairs Maria Schaaf.  Also in 

attendance were Political Science Faculty members Dr. Wendy 

Haynes, Dr. George Serra, Dr. Michael Kryzanek, Dr. Mark Kemper, 

Dr. Brian Frederick and Political Science Graduate Assistant Amanda 

Donovan.  

 

 

Moldovan Delegation Event 

As mentioned in last month‟s newsletter, on October 2, 2009 

members of the Center for Legislative Studies hosted a delegation 

from Moldova that was visiting the United States as part of the Open 

World program supported by the U.S. Congress and Rotary 

International. The delegation was made up of government officials 

and representatives of non-governmental organizations who were 

interested in issues related to public corruption, government ethics 

and building civil society. Political Science faculty members who 

participated in the two hour discussion included Dr. George Serra, 

who served as moderator, Dr. Michael Kryzanek, Dr. Mark Kemper, 

Dr. Wendy Haynes and Dr. Brian Frederick. Acting Dean of Arts and 

Sciences Rita Miller and former Inspector General of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Robert Cerasoli also attended.  

 

 Left to right: Dr. Kemper, Dr.       

Frederick, Governor Dukakis, Dr. 

Serra, and Dr. Kevin Donnelly  

 

 

  Open World 2009 Delegates 

BSC Panel: Dr. Frederick, Dr.       

Kryzanek, and Dr. Mozaffar 
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Internships  
Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminar 

Interested in interning in our nation‟s capital? Then the Washington Center for Internships and 

Academic Seminars may be for you. This is a nonprofit organization serving hundreds of colleges 

and universities in the U.S. and other countries by providing selected students challenging 

opportunities to work and learn in Washington, D.C. for academic credit. The Washington Center 

provides diverse, highly motivated interns to thousands of organizations in government, business 

and the non-profit sector. For more information, please stop by the Political Science Department 

or visit: www.twc.edu.  November 1, 2009 is the deadline for the Spring 2010 semester and May 

8, 2009 is the deadline for the Summer 2010 and Fall 2010 semester. Please submit your 

applications accordingly; it will be worth the experience!  

Student Profile 

Undergraduate Student in the Spotlight-Katherine Paton 

Katherine Paton is a member of the class of 2011 here at Bridgewater 

State College. She is currently beginning work on her honors thesis, 

researching Niccolo Machiavelli and the relationship between virtue and 

gender in his works. As a part of this project, Katherine will be applying 

for an Adrian Tinsley Summer Grant to continue writing and exploring her 

research. After completing her bachelor‟s degree at Bridgewater, 

Katherine plans to attend graduate school to pursue her education in 

political science. While her career goals are still to be determined, 

Katherine is interested in a future in political theory. Currently, 

Katherine is working on campus with Dr. Jordan Barkalow as a research 

assistant, and also off campus in retail. Katherine plans to use the many 

skills she has gained through being a part of the program by continuing to 

be active in politics and encouraging those around her to do the same. 

She has learned that people in her generation have a political potential 

they have yet to tap, and is interested in trying to turn that around. 

Alumni News 

The Town of Bridgewater is sponsoring the Bridgewater Economic Development Forum to be held at 
the Dunn Conference Center in Crimson Hall at BSC on Tuesday, November 3, 2009 from 8:00 AM 
until 10:30 AM. The forum is a joint partnership between the Town of Bridgewater, the 
Bridgewater Business Association and Bridgewater State College. Alums serving on the planning 
committee include Susan McCombe, BSC MPA graduate „06 and Bruce Hughes, BSC MPA graduate 
„07. 

 

http://www.twc.edu/
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Civic Engagement 

Civic Engagement and Community Leadership ð Inspired! Above and Beyond Service Learning   

The reflective writing presented below is by Shayla Mombeleur, a BSC Undergraduate / Political 
Science Major. I had asked Shayla to write about her experience at an orphanage in Haiti.  Shayla 
learned of this orphanage through my class ð a guest speaker, Julie, a remarkable woman who has 
made it her lifeõs mission to help feed and clothe orphans in this impoverished country.  Julieõs 
story was inspiring ð not only because of what she is doing, but how she is doing it -- a single 
mother, who on her own, with no formal organization to guide her, has harnessed her passio n and 
drive to making a difference, one baby at a time.   Shayla, like other students were blown away 
by this quiet and gentle womanõs spirit and determination which filled the room.  Shayla however 
took it one step further, as she joined forces with Julie , outside of the classroom, beyond the 
service project and semester, by visiting the orphanage and delivering basic supplies (formula, 
diapers, clothing) to the children of Haiti.  Shaylaõs story is an example of how our students are 
truly making a differe nce in our global community.  

By: Professor Jodie Drapal Kluver 

 

Reflective Essay 

 Author:  Shayla J. Mombeleur 

When I am asked to describe my experience in Haiti, one quote always comes to mind. 
"Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody, I think that is a much greater 
hunger, a much greater poverty than the person who has nothing to eat."(Mother Teresa)   
Although I have heard this quote many times, I never truly understood what Mother Teresa meant 
until I traveled to Haiti. I always believed that giving resources to different foundations for 
children in other countries was the most effective way to accommodate those living in poverty. 
Although resources help, I now know that children also need love and interaction.  

During the Spring of 2009 I participated in a political 
science class, (citizenship and community leader) with Professor 
Jodie Kluver. During one of the class sessions, a speaker (Julie) 
came to discuss the missionary work she was involved in. Her 
missionary work comprised of traveling to Haiti to bring baby 
formula to an orphanage in Port- au- prince. As she shared her 
story I immediately became intrigued. My family and I have been 
involved in assisting under privileged Caribbean youth of 
Mattapan, as well as, Haitian deportees for over 10 years, so I was 
really interested in doing whatever I could to help.  

  After much talking with Julie, I decided to join her on one of her missions.  On October 6th 
2009 we traveled to Haiti, and as I walked into the orphanage for the first time, the children 
seemed disconsolate and non responsive. There really are no words that could explain the 
emptiness I witnessed in the eyes of each child. The deprived environment these children were 
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subjected to live in brought tears to my eyes and motivated me to help them in any way I could. 
Most of the children were found in dumpsters or dropped off at the orphanage because of mental 
illnesses or physical deformities. At the orphanage I visited there were one hundred and twenty 
five children ranging from newborns to teenagers.  Lacking resources, many children go hungry and 
become isolated because of a lack of attention and love.  Although these children face the harshest 
of adversities everyday, it was clear that love and attention was one of the things they yearned 
for. As I walked from room to room picking some of the infants up, the children‟s eyes lit up like 
light bulbs, as all their attention turned to my every move. Many of the toddlers ran up to me to 
pick them up and tumbled over each other. I passed out lollypops and learned that they had never 
seen them before. As soon as they tasted the candy they became accustom to them to the point 
that they could not get enough of them. It was amazing to see their sad faces begin to smile; 
knowing that I was a part of the reason for their smiles, inspired me to do more.  

My missionary work in Haiti made me realize how much I had to 
appreciate in my own life. These beautiful children were born into 
poverty and neglect, yet, all it took for them to smile was a piece of 
candy, and a person willing to show them love. The orphans in Haiti 
touched me in such a profound way that I am returning this January 
2010, and plan to visit twice a year.  I am also trying to create an 
organization on campus specifically for fundraising, traveling and 
brainstorming on different way to be a service to Haiti and other third 
world countries in the world, specifically for orphanages.  My family and 
I are also holding a fundraising banquet in the spring for donations, those 
who are interested in traveling to Haiti for missionary work, adoption 
and for those who just want to learn more. For more information please 
email me at smombeleur@bridgew.edu 

Faculty News 

We would like to congratulate Dr. Brian Frederick on his most recent publications: 

Streb, Matthew J., Barbara Burrell, Brian Frederick and Michael A. Genovese.  2009. “The United 

States Is Not Ready for a Female President.” In Opposing Viewpoints: Male and Female Roles, Karen 

Miller ed. Greenhaven Press, 94-103. 

 

Frederick, Brian and Matthew J. Streb. 2009.“Paying the Price for a Seat on the Bench: Campaign 

Spending in Contested Elections for State Intermediate Courts of Appeals.” In State and Local 

Government, 2009-2010, Kevin Smith Ed. CQ Press, 120-128. 

Dr. Mozaffar’s travels to Ghana 

We are pleased to announce that Dr. Mozaffar conducted a training workshop this month in Ghana 

for the local Research Associates in the use of the research instruments, protocols and 

methodologies for their research and data-collection on the Ghana Parliament for the African  

 



Political Science Department Newsletter                                                  Fall 2009       
 

6 | P a g e  
 

Faculty News continuedé 

Legislatures Project (ALP).  The ALP research in Ghana is part of an eight-country study funded by 

a $500,000 grant from the World Bank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Political Science Newsletter is edited by Amanda Donovan, a graduate student in the MPA Program.  If you would like to see 

something in a future edition of the newsletter, you can reach the editor at A5DONOVAN@bridgew.edu  

c 

mailto:A5DONOVAN@bridgew.edu

