Marshall Conant Science & Math Building

The new Science Complex will provide a brand new facility for research and research-training instrumentation.  The new Science Complex will be approx. 213,000 sq. ft. and include Chemical, Biological and Physical Sciences plus Math and Computer Science.  

The Chemistry and Biology Departments combined will have approximately 50,000 square feet of space that will include faculty and teaching laboratories for collaborative interdisciplinary research, several instrumentation labs, student seminar rooms, and a shared cold room. 
The impact of new faculty, and commitment to institutional and research initiatives at BSC has led to a complete upgrade of the research and research training instrumentation.

Background

The sciences and mathematics at Bridgewater State College have progressed dramatically in the past decade. Approximately 50% of the science and mathematics faculty have been hired since 1997, curricula within the majors have been significantly reformed, new specialties have been added, equipment and instrumentation have been extensively upgraded and great advances have been made in science and mathematics education. Because of these changes the science and mathematics departments at BSC have become increasingly more complex and multi-faceted, consisting of fifty-four full-time faculty, fifteen full-and part-time staff, and, in the spring of 2007, 726 majors.  The impact of new faculty, and commitment to institutional and research initiatives at BSC has led to the need for a complete upgrade of the research and research training instrumentation.  It has also led to the need for an upgrade in the facilities of the Conant Science Building, which was constructed in the 1960s. 

In August 2008, Gov. Deval Patrick signed a $ 2.2 billion higher education bond bill into law, which included $ 98.7 million for additions and renovations to the Conant Science Building.  Construction began in June 2009, and is expected to be completed in August 2012.

LEED-Certified

The construction of the new math and science facility at BSC demonstrates the college’s commitment to sustainability.  The building will achieve silver-level LEED certification, with the possibility of gold within reach. This will be the college’s fifth LEED-certified facility on campus. The project includes an enhanced commissioning effort to ensure optimized operation and integration of building systems, and at least 50% of construction waste will be diverted from disposal. Building construction includes low emitting materials. Additional sustainable site features include public transportation access, bicycle storage and changing rooms, parking preferences for low-emitting and car-pooling vehicles. Storm water design will provide for recapturing and reuse of rainwater and the creation of bio-retention areas (rain gardens), which will be both operational and instructional, in support of the biological sciences program. The project includes solar thermal hot water. Currently, the College utilizes a green cleaning program and will enhance this program in the new math and science building by providing users with more information on these practices.  The designers have also included natural daylight throughout, lighting controls, and automatic temperature controls.  

Building Features and BSC Impact

The new building will be approx. 213,000 sq. ft. and include Chemical, Biological and Physical Sciences plus Math and Computer Science.  The Chemistry and Biology Departments combined will have approximately 50,000 square feet of space that will include faculty and teaching laboratories for collaborative interdisciplinary research, several instrumentation labs, student seminar rooms, and a shared cold room.  The new facility will also nearly double the current undergraduate teaching lab space and provide dedicated research lab space for the first time.  

In terms of campus and community impact, the new building will: provide access for all students to receive STEM skills necessary to succeed in the 21st century workforce. integrate and expand teaching and research facilities, resulting in a cutting-edge undergraduate science, mathematics, and computer science programs for Southeastern Massachusetts; provide outstanding educational opportunities for regional K-12 schools – both students and teachers to ensure an adequate supply of well-prepared and highly effective STEM teachers; and continue to engage numerous economically depressed communities in Southeastern Massachusetts through institutional community outreach programs.
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