Bridgewater State University
Conflict Of Interest Policy for Sponsored Projects
University personnel are required to adhere both to federal and state regulations regarding conflict of interest in relation to sponsored projects. The guidelines below describe college policies and procedures regarding compliance. For more detailed information, the NSF regulations can be found at http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf08_1/aag_4.jsp.  NIH regulations can found at http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps_2003/NIHGPS_Part4.htm#_Toc54600065. Massachusetts regulations can be found at http://www.mass.gov/ethics/public_sector.html. 
A Conflict of Interest may exist when a significant financial interest could directly affect the design, conduct, or reporting of an investigator’s research. "Investigator" includes the investigator's spouse or domestic partner, dependent children, or anyone related by blood, adoption, or marriage. 

Significant financial interests include salary, consulting fees, honoraria, stock, stock options, ownership interests, patents, copyrights, royalties—anything of monetary value over $10,000 in a 12-month period, or more than 5% ownership interest. Regardless of this cutoff, an investigator may choose to disclose a potential conflict of interest at his/her discretion. Co-investigators from other institutions must provide a certification that their institutions are in compliance with federal policies regarding financial interest disclosure. Subcontractors from commercial firms are excluded, except when the award is from the United States Public Health Service.

If an individual is debarred or suspended, she or he is ineligible to receive federal funds. Any individual meeting these conditions must immediately notify the OGSP and is precluded from receiving federally-funded grants or contracts or from being paid with federal funds. 

An investigator who has significant financial interests that could affect her/his research must submit a BSU Financial Disclosure Statement to the Director of the OGSP.  All significant financial interests must be disclosed before a proposal is submitted, and disclosures must be updated annually or as new significant financial interests occur. The OGSP Director shall conduct an initial review to determine whether a potential conflict exists. If a potential conflict is revealed, then the disclosure and supporting materials will be referred to the Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs.  The AVPAA will work with the investigator(s) to develop a written conflict management plan that details steps to manage, reduce, or eliminate conflict of interest. 
This written Conflict Management Plan will be submitted to the Provost, and upon approval by the Provost, signed by the investigator(s) and the Provost.  Investigators dissatisfied with the Plan may appeal to the President, whose decision is final. The Conflict Management Plan shall be kept on file with the investigator’s funding application materials. This Plan must be approved before any award funds can be expended.  Violations, such as willful concealment of financial interests, may result in sanctions. 
Records of financial disclosures and of actions taken to manage conflicts of interest shall be kept in strictest confidence and retained by the OGSP until seven years after the termination of the award, or the resolution of any government action involving those records. Records will not be provided to sponsors unless the agency requires it, the agency submits a written request, or there is a documented instance of research misconduct. The OGSP Director will be responsible for communicating with sponsors. The investigator will be notified any time such records are released. 
Bridgewater State University
Disclosure of Significant Financial Interest

A separate form is required for each entity which represents a significant financial interest.  This information must be updated annually or when reportable significant financial interest occurs.

Investigator Name: ________________________________Dept.:________________________ 

EITHER: I have no significant financial interest 

OR: I am reporting significant financial interest below 

Remuneration amount: ________Source:____________________________________________ 

Type of Organization (e.g., pharmaceutical firm; biotech firm; engineering company; software company, etc.) ________________________________________________________________ 

Nature and amount of Remuneration that is greater than $10,000:_________________________

Salary: _______________________________Royalties: ________________________________

Licensing:_____________________________Consulting:_______________________________ 

Honoraria: ____________________________Other: ___________________________________

Types of holdings whose fair market value is greater than $10,000 or more than 5% of ownership interest: 

Stocks/Stock Options: ___________________________________________________________ 

Patents/Copyrights:______________________________________________________________

Other: ________________________________________________________________________

Investigator's Signature:....................................................................................... Date: …...………


















