MODULE INFORMATION FORM
Name: Soma Ghosh
Department: Economics
Number(s) and Title(s) of Course(s) the Module was developed for: ECON 299-001: Our Campus and the Economics of Environmental Sustainability

Approximate number of students: 20
Abstract (150 words max.): This module can be used in an opening class for any business or social sciences course. Students learn definitions of sustainability and are introduced to the relationship between economics and environmental sustainability. Almost every talk that we have today involves concerns about rising oil-prices, energy shortages, and the collapse of various ecosystems, global warming, and the pressures of a world population that may reach nine billion by mid-century. But is it possible for each one of us to be responsible for small activities and do our bit that will save us from the consequences of consuming too much and preserving too little? This course will provide an understanding of the intrinsic incompatibility of a modern industrialized society and concern for natural resources. Finally, we will diagnose the extent of major environmental issues on our campus (using sustainability indicators), search for remedies, and create sustainable strategies to solve them.

Please attach the following information so that we can post your module:

I.  
One page outline of what the module covers: This module was used in the opening class for a second-year-seminar course in the Economics department at Bridgewater State College. The presentation begins with a list of questions that are part of an introductory questionnaire distributed to students. The primary objective of this survey is to elicit responses from students, regarding their level of exposure to the topic of environmental consciousness and their willingness to undertake practices that emphasize “green living”. We ask, if it is possible for each one of us to be responsible for small activities and do our bit that will save us from the consequences of consuming too much and preserving too little? When you take up a task that contributes towards sustainable development then you are not only being a responsible individual but also a responsible global citizen. i.e. in doing things for yourself you are also doing things for others- having a positive externality effect. Students learn definitions of sustainability and are introduced to the relationship between economics and environmental sustainability. A brief discussion of how the government (primarily the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)) programs educate citizens and enforce environmental regulations is included. This is followed by a description of two models: Circular flow model and materials balance model, which recognize and explain the relationship between economic activity and the environment. Finally, I introduce a list of topics that will be covered in the course. The lecture concludes with a think-pair-share activity where students brainstorm on identifying current and possible future projects on the Bridgewater campus that involves environmental sustainability. The goal of this activity is to have students initiate the process of identifying a research topic for their final project in this course. 
II. 
List of Annotated background links with web sources or citations: All citations are provided on the Power Point slides. 
III.
Power Point Presentation, video, or other media

IV. 
Lecture notes/PPW talking points: Notes for the instructor are provided along with the Power Point slides. 
V.
Suggestions for assignments (with grading rubrics)

VI.
What other courses/disciplines could use this module? The module is appropriate as a general introduction in business administration and social sciences courses such as green accounting, business and ethics, sociology and political science.

(FYI - ***We will also include a space for comments on posted modules)
