DIRECTOR'S NOTES

Imagination and creativity in children's theatre, especially when producing such
a fanciful and ancient story as that of Vasilisa-The-Hardworker and Baba Yaga,
requires a kind of sustained and patient teamwork which is difficult to imagine.
The challenges in "The Two Maples™ began with the research on the fairy tale
itself and the Russian background, and discussions between the designer and
the director. For our version of the story we longed to include some

MWe decided to experiment with actors as puppethandlers and
larger-than-actor costuming. Thus, the interpretations of Baba Yaga and the
bear, Mishka, were born.

But the real credit and glory go to the students: the actors who were also the
costume builders, the mask builders, the prop makers, the backstage crews;
and to the Stage Manager, the Production Assistant, the Warm-up and Dance
Captains - they made a formidable team. They all endured long hours of work-
outs and rehearsals - every minute not rehearsing was spent in the scene shop,
the costume room, the box office - to put this lovely Fairy Tale on the stage.
They often contributed to the decision-making and their contributions brought
energy and inspiration to the entire team.

So for me directing this play was experiencing educational theatre in the best
sense: a dedicated team presenting a play with an honorable theme so that
children may enjoy a theatrical experience which includes good fun,
imagination, and pleasure.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS

BIRD HANDLER ....ccoootitititittenntteenniecceieeeetreeceneseane s ssaeenns Stacey Fleming
EGORUSHIA .ttt se st assessesessessesassenessenes Kevin M. LaVelle
FEDY A oottt st ettt sb e b sbesaeeneen John P. Muldoon III
VASTLISA ..o ettrreeeeeeeeeerraa———, Lyn Jenkins

MISHKA, THE DANCING BEAR ... Michael J. Leonatrd

BABA-YAGA. ..o ...Laurie Jean Andruk
SHARIK, THE DOGi..cioiiieieieiieieiieieseeieeseseese e eessesessens Thomas G. Jahnke
KOSHKA IVANOVNA, THE CAT ..veeotrteeeineeennceeneereceneeieenens Heidi K. Eklund
TVANUSHIKA ottt ettt eses e sesensssensasaen James J. Curtin
MOUSE VOICES/PUPPET HANDLERS ...coovvivieieriieneeccieine Jennifer Condon

Barbara DiMartino
Donna Jean Foster

CHICKEN LEGS etteteteietrienteienieteienieesiesteessessesessessssessessssensesessessesessens Peter Ashworth
Ann Marie Clinton

Erin Marie Clinton

Brian T. Hickey

The play takes place in a Russian forest

There will be no intermission

The music in this production has been adapted from Russian and Slovak folk
songs, plus selections from Richard Wagner's Die Walkure, Moussorgsky's
"Pictures at an Exhibition," and The Odessa Balalaika's "All the Gossips Left
For Home," "Variations on Themes of Two Russian Folk Songs," and "Ex-
panses of My Homeland."

PLEASE: NO REFRESHMENTS OR PHOTOGRAPHY IN THE AUDITORIUM
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Lighting Operator ittt Doug Eckelkamp
SOUNA OPECLALOT ....ueemeiriireiiicieieneieeieese ettt sseeesseaeseiesseses Donna Schiavo
Stage Hand ..o David Kruskall
Puppets and Masks.......cccocviviiiiicicicn, Stephanie Cheney, Sally Ward
Costume Assistant..... --Ann Marie Clinton, Stacey Fleming, Heidi Eklund
BOX OffiCe.uuiiiniinininieieiecieseseeeeteeere e Shawn Spencer, Stephanie Cheney
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