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Is Graduate School For You?  
 

Should you go straight to graduate school? There are no hard and fast rules. It is a good idea to talk with 
faculty, prospective employers and students currently pursuing programs of interest to you in order to 
hear their perspectives on the advantages of immediate vs. delayed entry into graduate school.  
 
You may want to consider these questions before making your 
decision:  
 

¶ Are you reasonably sure of your career goals, or is there 
a strong possibility that you could change your mind after 
a taste of the working world?  

 

¶ Would related work experience help you clarify 
ambiguous career goals?  

 

¶ How much will your job and salary prospects be enhanced by a graduate degree? In general, 
graduates of masterôs programs earn more than those with an undergraduate degree in similar 
positions.  

 

¶ Is an advanced degree a prerequisite to your chosen career? The doctorate is mandatory for 
practicing medicine or law, for example.  

 

¶ What are the direct and indirect costs of graduate school? Include the cost of the program and 
books, living expenses and loss of income while you are in school.  

 

¶ Is there a possibility that a future employer might pay for you to attend graduate school?  
 

¶ Do you have a strong GPA? Would work experience enhance your application credentials by 
offsetting mediocre grades or test scores? In the case of some professional schools, admissions 
committees are generally as interested in your work background as in your ñnumbers.ò  

 

¶ Would you have difficulty readjusting to student life after a break?  
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Timetable for Applying to Graduate School  
 

It is a good idea to prepare a timeline with specific deadlines once you have decided to continue your 
education and go on for your Masterôs and/or Ph.D. 
 
Junior Year  

¶ Keep your grades up. Your GPA is a factor in admission decisions.  

¶ Research graduate programs. See page 4 for recommendations on how to conduct a search.  

¶ Find out what standardized test is required for the programs to which you plan to apply. GRE, 
GMAT, MAT, MCAT, LSAT, etc.  

¶ Consider the cost of graduate school.  

¶ Cultivate relationships with your professors . As part of your graduate school application you will 
be asked to provide letters of recommendation.  

¶ If you are applying to medical schoo l, contact B SUôs Chairperson of the Health Profession 
Advisory Committee .  

¶ If you are applying to law school, contact BSUôs Pre-Law Advisor  
 
Summer Before Senior Year  

¶ Narrow your school choice. Select one or two dream schools, a few middle of the road schools and 
one or two back-up schools. Download or request information from each graduate school of interest.  

¶ Begin the application process. Create an Excel spreadsheet of the colleges/universities you are 
applying for and when their applications are due.  

¶ Study for standardized test.  

¶ Draft a personal statement of your academic and professional goals. Adapt it to each schoolôs 
statement guidelines.  

 
Fall Semester of Senior Year  

¶ Share your personal statements with professors. Ask professors that you know well if they would 
review your personal statements and provide feedback.  

¶ Visit the Writing Studio  and have them review your personal statements. The Writing Studio is 
located in the Academic Achievement Center.  

¶ Request letters of recommendation from faculty . Ask professors whom you know well if they would 
be willing to write you a strong letter of recommendation. Give them specific information about 
deadlines and follow up to ensure they meet that deadline. Note: Be sure to give them at least 4 ï 6 
weeks to complete.  

¶ Schedule your standardized test. Visit or contact the BSU Testing Services located in the Academic 
Achievement Center.  

¶ Request Transcr ipts. Each graduate school will ask you to provide them with official transcripts. 
They can be purchased for a small fee through the Registrarôs Office.  

¶ Know the due date of your graduate school applications and submit early.  

¶ Search for scholarships and financial aid. Visit graduate school financial aid office websites and 
search on-line databases such as fastweb.com.  

 
Spring Semester of Senior Year  

¶ Fill out the FASFA application as early as October 1.  Each college and state may have its own 
deadline.   

¶ Submit your applications to those graduate schools whose deadlines have not passed.  

¶ Arrange a visit to all prospective graduate schools, if possible. It may help you decide on where 
to go.  

¶ Prepare for your admissions interview. Practice beforehand.  

¶ By April 1st, you should receive admission letters. April 15th is the typical deadline for you to 
accept or decline offers.  

¶ Send thank you notes to the people who assisted you in the application process ï professors, 
advisors, etc.  

 



Graduate School Search  
 
There are various on-line graduate school search sites that can assist you in identifying graduate 
programs that best fit your interests. A sampling is provided below.  
 
 
www.gradschools.com - With nearly 60,000 programs listed in its free 
directory, gradschools.com is the leading online resource for graduate 
schools.  
 
www.petersons.com/graduate-schools.aspx - The Petersonôs Graduate 
Schools page provides articles, program searches and suggestions/tips 
with regards to graduate school planning.  
 
www.graduateguide.com - A directory of graduate schools in the United 
States and Canada that will help you find colleges and universities that 
offer accredited graduate programs that most interest you.  
 
https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools - U.S. News & World 
Report analyzed more than 1,900 graduate programs to generate 
rankings for the best graduate school programs in the United States.  
 
https://services.aamc.org/30/msar/ - The Association of American Medical 
Colleges (AAMC) provides a Medical School Directory with information on 
both U.S. and Canadian medical schools.  
 
 
 

Factors to Consider when Choosing a Graduate School  
 
 
 

  

Admission: What are the admission 
requirements ï GPA and test scores? Will it be 
easier to get accepted after gaining work 
experience?  
 
Programs Offered: What specializations are 
available? Does the program provide internships 
or practicums? Are there research opportunities?  
 
Faculty: Do they hold degrees in fields of 
expertise from leading universities? What 
awards, grants and special recognition have they 
earned? What have they published? What 
research projects have they conducted? Is there 
diversity? What is the faculty to student ratio?  
 
Program Structure : What is the average length 
of time spent in the program?  
 
Reputation : Is the university accredited? Is the 
program nationally ranked in terms of excellence? 
Is the program well established or relatively new? 

Physical Facilities : Is there a comprehensive 
reference collection in the library? Are there 
sufficient classrooms and seminar rooms? Are 
the surroundings attractive and pleasant?  
 
Cost : What are the tuition and fees? What 
financial aid is available in the form of loans, 
scholarships and grants? Are there teaching, 
research and graduate assistantships available?  
 
Geographic Location : Consider the weather. 
Would you prefer an urban or suburban setting? 
Does the area offer cultural and recreational 
activities? Is this a place where I might want to 
stay?  
 
Size & Student Population : Look at the size of 
the department as well as the university. A large 
institution will have more extensive facilities and 
libraries; a smaller school will offer more personal 
attention and a sense of community. What is the 
makeup of the student body in terms of age, 
diversity, religion, etc? 

http://www.gradschools.com/
http://www.petersons.com/graduate-schools.aspx
http://www.graduateguide.com/
https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools
https://services.aamc.org/30/msar/


The Application Process  
 
General Procedures  
  
Request Information : Request or download applications, catalogs and financial aid information 
approximately one year before you intend to enter graduate school. Application requirements differ 
substantially among institutions and 
programs. Read each schoolôs material 
conscientiously to make sure you file a 
complete and timely application.  
 
Apply Early : Application deadlines can 
range from August 1 (before senior 
year) to July (after senior year for 
schools with rolling admissions). On 
average most graduate application deadlines fall between October 31st and December 1st. Admission and 
financial aid decisions are often made well in advance of stated deadlines. Departments in heavy demand 
may close applications early. If admissions are handled on a ñrollingò basis (i.e., qualified applicants are 
accepted as they apply) it is to your advantage to apply at the earliest possible date to receive maximum 
consideration. Since approximately one-half of graduate school candidates apply during the last month 
before deadlines, an early application can set you apart from the competition.  

 
 
The Application Package  
¶ Application form  

¶ Non-refundable fee  

¶ Separate financial aid application  

¶ Transcripts  

¶ Standardized test scores  

¶ Documentation of Licensure (Education applicants)  

¶ Resume / Curriculum Vitae 

¶ Letters of recommendation  

¶ Personal statement/essay  

¶ Personal interview  
 

 
 
How to Apply  
 
The Application Form: All forms should be filled out clearly, accurately, and free of typographical and 
grammatical errors. Be consistent in spelling out your full, legal name on all forms.  
 
Application Fees: Fees vary, ranging from $50-85 in most cases. These fees are typically non-refundable.  
If you have economic hardship, you can try to request a waiver through each school to avoid the application 
fee. 
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Financial Aid : An application for financial aid will generally come either 
as part of your application packet or in a separate mailing from a 
campus financial aid office. You may have to apply separately for 
fellowships and for loans. Since financial support varies widely from 
institution to institution, the best advice is to read all financial aid 
materials carefully and to file documents on time. Keep in mind that 
assistantships can help defray your costs and give you experience at 
the same time.  
 
Transcripts and Gra des: Have your registrarôs office send a transcript of your undergraduate work directly 
to the admissions office of the schools to which you are applying. Grades are extremely important, but a 
GPA that does not quite meet the minimum standards can be offset with good letters of recommendation, 
high test scores and a well-written statement of purpose.  
 
Test Scores : Most schools require that you take one or more standardized admissions exams before they 
decide upon your application. The GRE (Graduate Record Examination), GMAT (Graduate Management 
Admission Test), MCAT (Medical College Admission Test) and LSAT (Law School Admission Test) are 
among the more common standardized tests. The schoolôs catalog/application materials will specify which 
test you need and will often give some indication of the score needed to be competitive for the program.  
 
Documentation of Licensure: All education applicants are required to submit a documentation of license 
status form and/or a copy of their teacher licensure.  
 
Resume  / Curriculum Vitae : A large majority of graduate school programs require a resume/cv as part of 
the application package. This can serve as a good supplement. It can provide the admissions committee 
with more information than what is included on the application.  
 
Letters of Recommendation : Most institutions will typically 
request three letters of recommendation. It is best to obtain 
recommendations from faculty members and employers who 
are qualified to evaluate your academic and work performance, 
based on personal observation. Approach your references 
early in the fall of your senior year to give them time (4 ï 6 
weeks notice) to write your recommendation before their other 
academic pressures mount.  
 
The Personal Essay : Every graduate school application 
contains an essay portion or a ñpersonal statement/statement 
of purpose.ò Your essay should specifically address questions 
posed in the application, and express your enthusiasm for the field of study, your motivation in that 
particular graduate school program, creativity, maturity, and personal uniqueness. The essay is a key 
measure of your ability to communicate, so it pays to be meticulous about spelling, grammar and writing 
style.  
 
Personal Interviews : Some graduate and professional schools will grant an interview as part of the 
application process. The interview gives the admissions committee an opportunity to determine if there is 
a match with what their institution has to offer. The interview provides an excellent opportunity to ñsell 
yourself.ò In addition, take this opportunity to discuss your qualifications, personal goals, and why you think 
you are a perfect match for the program.  
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Financial Aid  
 

A major question students face when considering graduate school is ñHow will I pay for my graduate 
education?ò The cost of attending graduate school includes tuition, fees, books and living expenses, the 
total of which should be taken into account when 
reviewing colleges. Financial aid is available for 
graduate study. The following are tips and resources 
available to assist you in researching options.  
 
 
When to Apply :  
The FASFA is now open as early as October 1st. It is 
recommended to apply as early as possible to receive 
the most amount of aid you may be eligible for.  Check 
with each school and state for specific deadlines.  
 
 
Free Application for Federal Student Assistance (FAFSA) :  
The standard form for federal loans; available at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  

 
FELLOWSHIPS: Granted by individual universities based on merit, not need, 
usually cover tuition and expenses. Fellowships do not require repayment.  
 
ASSISTANTSHIPS: Stipend and tuition waivers for matriculated students in 
exchange for services, teaching or research.  
 
SCHOLARSHIPS: Sum of money awarded to matriculated students based on 
criteria determined by the donor of the scholarship. Students do not need to pay 
back the money awarded in a scholarship.  
 
GRANTS: Sum of money awarded to an individual based on demonstrated 
financial need that does not need to be repaid. Most commonly you can find 
grants from both federal and state governments, universities and both public 

and private organizations.  
 
LOANS: Sum of money that is provided to students based on financial need that must be paid back with 
interest.  
 

TYPES OF LOANS 

Stafford Loans Private Loans 

Perkins Loans State Loans 

Graduate Plus Loans Direct Consolidation Loans 

 
RESOURCES 

www.petersons.com www.collegegrant.net 

www.finaid.org http://studentaid.ed.gov 

www.fastweb.com www.scholarship.com  
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